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Many college students have the intellectual 
background read and enjoy FAUST. But 
the linguistic difficulties the poem have 
until now barred the way for all but advanced 
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earlier stage competence German has 
hitherto been possible. replaces the usual German- 
English dictionary for the student reading this work for 
the first time. complete scope, and thorough 
circumventing the many obstacles (especially lexical) that 
Goethe’s text would normally hold for intermediate 
students. 
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THE GOETHE YEAR AMERICAN PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

Actual participation Great Books group evening 
devoted the reading and exegesis the principal ideas 
Goethe’s Faust with group non-scholarly readers large 
measure responsible for the appearance this After 
observing the keen amateur interest manifested the readers 
one the branch libraries began wonder simi- 
lar Goethe functions were being conducted other publie libraries 
the country commemorating the 200th anniversary the birth 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. Once the original interrogative 
idea was well formulated our minds, other corollary questions 
were not long presenting themselves: what extent did the 
publie library anniversary arrangements stimulate interest 
level that would appeal all readers? What book did most people 
read get good layman’s picture this man, Goethe? Which 
the new books Goethe were procured the various 

These and other germane questions soon found themselves in- 
corporated questionnaire, which was sent twenty-three pub- 
lic libraries throughout the United States, which twenty sent 
replies. The libraries which this questionnaire was sent were 
chosen first the basis actual number volumes the 
library and then the basis geographical position. This would 
mean that our survey would representative two very im- 
portant First all, larger libraries tend show reading 
trends more quickly because they serve large numbers borrow- 
ers. the other hand, wider geographical range gives better 
basis for generalizing about the success the Goethe Year through- 
out the land. 

The response our appeal for facts was amazing, and the 
librarians the libraries.chosen for the survey answered 
promptly and efficiently for the most part. think that our 
readers would like examine the actual figures collected for 
themselves before venture further evaluation the results. 


1The Mount Bowdoin Branch the Boston Publie Library, Dorchester, 
May, 1949. 
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Listed below are the libraries which aided our investigation, 
the number titles listed the catalog under the general heading 
Goethe, and the book Goethe considered most demand 
that 


Total Goethe Best Goethe 
Public Library at: Item 

Maryland 898,974 108 Ludwig: Goethe, the 
History Man 

Boston, Massachusetts 1,757,095 1,250 Faust 

Illinois 2,251,0003 297 Schweitzer: Goethe, Four 
Studies 

Cincinnati, Ohio 1,471,651 495 Schweitzer: Goethe, Four 
Studies 

Cleveland, Ohio 2,245,472 900 Lewisohn: Goethe, the 
Story Man 

Denver, Colorado 468,227 175 Faust 

Kansas City, Missouri 586,806 Faust 

Los Angeles, 1,817,687 438 Schweitzer: Gocthe, Four 

Memphis, Tennessee 271,400 Biermann: Goethe’s World 

Milwaukee, Wiseonsin 1,108,782 578 Schweitzer: Goethe, Two 
Studies 

Newark, New Jersey 696,135 200 Faust 

New York City, New York 2,500 

Omaha, Nebraska 227,905 Ludwig: Goethe, the 


History Man 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 218 


Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 1,139,313 230 Faust 

Portland, Oregon 736,216 100 Schweitzer: Goethe, Four 
Studies 

San California 578,521 275 Faust 

Saint Louis, Missouri 1,002,207 Wilhelm Meister 

Salt Lake City, Utah 229,857 

Washington, D.C. 731,053 200 Schweitzer: Goethe, Four 
Studies 


the number volumes available for circulation the 
entire library are for the end 1947 and taken from The American Library 
Directory 1948 (compiled under the direction Karl Brown, Bowker 
and Co., New York, 1948). 

All other data was submitted the librarians the libraries 
mentioned. 

approximate figure was taken from the World Almanac and Book 
Facts for 1949, 373, since the number volumes was not included 
the source mentioned above. The data for Chicago also that 1947. 

This figure applies only the circulation department the main 
library. 
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The information the right-hand column the lists above 
should intrigue the Goethe-lover. And relief find that 
people this country are actually reading Faust and finding 
most representative and most worthwhile all the Goethe works, 
notwithstanding the difficulty the book from many points 
view. Running close Faust with five mentions our list, Al- 
bert Schweitzer’s recently published Goethe: Four Studies also 
making hit with the reading public. case like this, 
truly difficult task decide whether Schweitzer Goethe 
the feted personality. Schweitzer’s summer appearance the 
United States was heralded with such fanfare that very likely 
that his name more than Goethe’s attracted readers’ attention. 
this point the comment the authorities the Kansas City 
(Missouri) Public Library suggestive: ‘‘Judging the in- 
terest Kansas City people the radio programs, the varied 
press reports, the new books and about Goethe and 
Schweitzer and the reports from Aspen, the anniversary was 
indeed high tribute Goethe. the truth told, however, 
Schweitzer ‘stole the show’.’’ Hints from the other libraries test- 
showed similar opinions prevalent. This apotheosis 
the interpretive rather than the creative artist may also 
observed other areas American life. Nevertheless, need 
not too disheartened this development, least once 
realize that Schweitzer the one contemporary who could lead 
the typical American reader fuller realization the mean- 
ing Goethe word and work, admonition and example. 
Los Angeles librarian put it: ‘‘Many people are becoming in- 
terested Goethe and Schweitzer simultaneously, and reading 
about Schweitzer leads them 


Reader interest Goethe undoubtedly attributable part 
the recent festival Aspen, Colorado. Thirteen the libraries 
polled acknowledged the stimulating influence the occasion, 
while the remaining seven thought that the event had little 
effect book borrowers. Most the libraries made publicity 
releases about Aspen available the readers, and few stressed 
the prominence the participating speakers advertised 
newspapers and popular magazines. Surprisingly, the library 
the home some the festival’s most important pro- 
moters, reported that Aspen received very little general notice 
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that city. number libraries mentioned very slight and 
indirect interest, confined mainly those who actually attend- 
the proceedings the Colorado town. The pub- 
the Aspen speeches, with the new 
edition Goethe’s works, will undoubtedly enhance 
and extend the message Aspen more public. 

How does interest the Goethe Bicentennial compare with 
reader reaction other ‘‘anniversary poets’’ (such Edgar 
Allan Poe and Emma Lazarus) 1949? Answering this ques- 
tion, most libraries indicated that the most exploita- 
tion the Goethe anniversary resulted far greater awareness 
this celebration than others have aroused the past. The 
librarian the Publie Library reports: far 
increasing reading interest concerned, literary anniversaries 
have little effect. Literary and musical festivals are com- 
paratively new this country. When they are more widely 
advertised, better understood, not too distant from eultural cen- 
ters and not perhaps they will arouse more general 
interest.’’ 

The librarian the Cleveland Public Library more 
pronounced general interest Goethe, poet and world citizen, 
than other anniversary pocts.’’ Chicago there was 
little spontaneous last year’s anniversary poets, with 
students assigned library work Gocthe for their literature 
courses accounting for the only perceptible inquiries. 

Despite the report the contrary, most libraries 
seem agreed that the Goethe celebration was success from 
the library point view stimulating reading interest 
Goethe, matter how impermanently superficially, 
extent not achieved the other ‘‘anniversary poets’’ the 
year. 

How well are the new books Goethe selling? can only 
proffer from libraries, but the twenty libraries 
reporting 

one more copies Lewisohn: Goethe, the Story Man 

one more copies Biermann: Goethe’s World 

purchased one more copies Schweitzer: Goethe: Four Studies 

purchased one more copies Weigand: Goethe: Wisdom and Experience 
purchased one more copies Moon: Autobiography 

purchased one more copies Mann: The Permanent Goethe 


Fi 
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purchased one more copies Viétor: Goethe, the Poct 

purchased one more copies Bergsträsser: Goethe’s Image Man and 
Society 

purchased one more copies Atkins: The Testament Werther 

purchased one more copies Enright: Commentary Faust 


For the past few years, the Great Books Foundation Chieago 
has been sponsoring discussion groups throughout the United 
States, many which use the facilities local libraries. 
New groups are being formed the need arises, but most the 
existing groups are the second third year reading and 
enduring works world literature. answer 
question our questionnaire, only five the libraries 
consulted reported having held special sessions for discussion 
Goethe works. Many the larger libraries, sure, not 
sponsor such groups. The Great Books group the San Fran- 
Public Library devoted one session Goethe works; an- 
other group Washington, diseussed and the group 
sponsored the Cleveland Library continued its meet- 
ings throughout the summer for the sole purpose reading and 
Goethe, with special emphasis Faust. Chicago, the 
home the Great Books movement, was also the scene ex- 
tra session devoted the study Faust. quite possible 
and even probable that some other groups devoted special atten- 
tion Goethe during the anniversary year, but further data 
available the present time. The Great Books Foundation 
has informed that Faust included the end the 
seventh year the program. this time, only the proposed 
readings for the first three years have been made publie the 
Foundation. This procedure was intended discourage substi- 
tutions and interpolations the program while was gettng 
under way. does seem rather incongruous, however, that fair- 
philosophical material (Kant and Nietzsche, the 
first Germans the lists) preseribed for the second year’s 
reading, while Faust other readable Goethe works are rele- 
gated comparatively late stages the program. 

The Goethe Bicentennial activities seem have had little ef- 
fect reading habits where German literature general con- 
according more than half the libraries reporting. 


a 


case was there upsurge interest German literature 
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directly attributable the renewed interest Goethe. Definite 
reading habits, varying widely according the locality, seem 
have been established prior the Goethe year and did not change 
significantly result it. The Baltimore Publie Library’s 
report was largely negative: aftermath the war most 
readers seem either indifferent mildly to- 
wards contemporary German literature. The are read, 
always, students and small number read- 
Washington, records such great normal interest 
German literature that stimulation would not 
noticeable. ‘‘However, there has undoubtedly been some carry- 
over interest from Gocthe related figures German liter- 
The Pittsburgh Library reports that interest 
German literature generally the inerease, and Cleveland 
reports such increase for the past two years. Boston ‘‘in- 
terest protracted and The San Francisco library 
has normal large circulation all times German and 
non-fiction. Kansas City (Missouri) the only inerease in- 
terest seemed due instructors’ assignments this field. 
Los Angeles always has fair-sized German language public, 
there does not seem great interest books Eng- 
lish German literature, with the exception such figures 
who are vogue, like Kafka, Rilke, Thomas Mann, and 
lesser extent, Stefan George.’’ Goethe would seem ‘‘a fig- 
ure vogue’’, least for the time being. remains seen 
whether significant proportion book-borrowers, reading 
Goethe their first German author, feel impelled turn 
other masterworks German 


Actual circulation are the hardest data collect. 
response the poll the libraries reported marked in- 
the circulation Gocthe books this year, while only 
the participating institutions reported that Goethe was still 
more less neglected. should noted, however, that 
these libraries could offer statistical evidence for their esti- 
mates the effectiveness the Goethe But the 
librarians should able tell empirical means the long 
run, was quite gratifying read some the personal ex- 
periences librarians circulation departments: ‘‘Many titles 
Goethe have circulated for the first time years.’’ (Memphis, 
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Tenn.) definite (Omaha, Nebr.) ‘‘During the 
summer months could not meet the demand Many people 
did become aware the Goethe.’’ (Denver, Colo.) 
Milwaukee most the requests (60%) were for the German 
texts! The librarian St. Louis reminisces sadly, though, that 
interest years ago was greater because the German popu- 

The only library which was able furnish with actual 
circulation statistics was the library Newark, N.J. The staff 
this library checked how often some the newer books 
had been borrowed since their arrival the library. have 
chosen some the more interesting items from their list for re- 
printing here, most representative survey the popularity 
the new books. 


Time book Times book 
Title was bought 
Weigand: Goethe: Wisdom and May 1949 
copies) August 1949 
Mann: Permanent Goethe July 1948 
Moon: Goethe’s Autobiography June 1949 
Lewisohn: Goethe: The Story Man June 1949 
Schweitzer: Four Studies September 1949 110 
Atkins: Testament Werther March 1949 


The great majority the libraries contacted sponsored spe- 
cial activities connection with the anniversary year, using ex- 
hibitions, pamphlets, circulars, special events and other promo- 
tional materal further reader interest. Only two libraries had 
such activities. The libraries our largest cities often served 
centers for the local Goethe celebrations. The Milwaukee 
Library assumed the sponsorship Lotte Lehmann concert 
and the local Bicentennial Committee placed wreath the 
Schiller-Goethe monument Washington Park Goethe’s 
birthday. addition reading list for general distribution, 
the Boston Public Library featured general Goethe exhibition 
August, and smaller one currently being held the Treas- 
ure Room the Central Library. Cleveland two radio pro- 
grams the library’s regular broadcasting schedule were de- 


Books may borrowed for one month the Newark Library. 
This book not returned Nov. 17, 1949. 
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voted Goethe, one discussing recent books about the poet, the 
other presenting roundtable ‘‘Faust Literature and 
There was also Goethe evening the library 
October 17th, eonsisting address, Goethe-Lieder, and poetry 
readings, with 350 people attendance. Its proximity Aspen 
led the Denver Publie Library issue rather exhaustive de- 
seriptive list material and Goethe 2000 copies were 
sent Aspen and 150 given out the library. There also 
separate list Schweitzer and one other notable 
Aspen participants. The Baltimore Library presented lecture 
Dr. Ernst Feise November 2nd its with 
the Poets’’ series and plans several other activities for Goethe 
Week, December 12th 17th. San Francisco there was 
recital songs and poems, lecture ‘‘The World 
Hermann Weigand, story-telling hour for children and 
discussion ‘‘Goethe and Newton’’. The library Newark 
sponsored Goethe-Feier Newark House, home for elderly 
Europeans, and the New York Public Library had Goethe 
evening the Ottendorfer Branch. The Book Bulletins some 
the larger cities, such Chicago, Boston, and New York, de- 
voted special articles and sections Goethe. almost all cases, 
the librarians arranged attractive exhibits Goethe material 
and featured posters, pamphlets,. reading lists, 
about the celebrations Aspen and elsewhere. 

Viewed whole, the part which America’s libraries 
have played the celebration the Goethe anniversary 
most vital and significant one. Interest Goethe, the man, the 
poet, the philosopher, the scientist, and the world citizen has 
never lagged among discriminating readers and scholars. 
gratifying know that, through the cooperation our public 
libraries, the message Goethe for our time has spread far be- 
yond academic circles and has given the average book reader 
chance get close personality whose life-affirming spirit 
sorely needed our day. 


Harvard University, 


GOETHE’S FAUST MAN SUPERMAN? 


MERKEL 


1932 scholars and lovers literature and art all over the 
world observed the centenary Goethe’s death with imposing 
celebrations, admiring speeches, the publication innumerable 
books and articles, translations his works and new appraisals 
his genius and his meaning for the world literature and art 
his day and ours. The amazing account the centennial 
activities which now lies before book form presents Goethe 
the most celebrated man literature modern The 
book and articles, Goethe the German language 
alone have numerous that very few Goethe scholars 
ean claim complete familiarity with all them. many 
Goethe philology has developed during the last cen- 
tury and has made great contributions the study Goethe 
which are indispensable for all students his life and works. 

The French, for have been fascinated other 
European literary personality they have been Goethe and 
the most extensive contributions Goethe philology outside 
Germany have come from France. goes without saying that 
the American, English, Spanish, and Itailan contributions are 
similarly impressive. 

And yet would wrong assume that the opposition and 
the misunderstanding which Goethe experienced his own time 
had disappeared during the century after his death. 

The Englishman Ellis Roberts, who himself admirer 
Goethe, wrote the Bookman, London, March 1930, ‘‘For Goethe 
most modern men, unless they are Germans, have positive dis- 
And Eliot expressed 1929 the opinion that 
Goethe was eclipse. continues ‘‘It highly desirable that 
should again admired and studied. But not merely 
question reviving reputation; is, least England and 
America, matter almost establishing new one, complete- 
must critical opinion 

not purpose examine the truth these two state- 


Franz Thierfelder, Die Goethe-Welt-Feier 1932, München, 1932. 
Quoted from Barker Fairley, Goethe revealed his Poetry, 1932. 
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ments. The literary echo the Goethe centenary 1932 seems 
contradict them emphatically. Certain is, however, any- 
one familiar with the literary erities Goethe, that every gen- 
eration has its own opinion and evaluation this great man 
and poet. challenge man and his concept life, Goethe’s 
works will always matter discussion even bitter debate 
and argument. Among his many literary creations his 
Faust that has aroused the most lasting interest and admiration 
but also the strongest opposition and most unfavorable criticism 
not only outside Germany but especially among his own 

This year there taking place another world-wide celebration 
commemorating Goethe, the bicentennial anniversary his birth. 
Another flood publications his life and his works ap- 
pearing all over the world. His Faust, sure, will the 
subjeet large number studies. For there will dis- 
agreement, think, say that Goethe’s Faust the most 
outstanding contribution world literature the Germans have 
made. But there can also doubt that one the most 
literary products the German genius and that its in- 
terpretation and will remain important task scholars 
and crities the field literature. Over hundred years 
Faust interpretation have passed and are still waiting for the 
final and exhaustive interpretation the great poem. 

The desire for profound understanding this human 
tragedy not and never will restricted the Germans. 
Scholars, and poets nationalities other than German 
have tried again and again analyse the meaning Faust. 
They often their own way disagree with the German in- 
terpreters, but understandable that most cases they ac- 
cept German guidance and follow the German Goethe specialist 
faithfully. stated before this understandable; and would 
inexcusable for anyone neglect the Faust interpretations 
several generations German scholars and critics. However, 
German Faust philology has recently presented peculiar in- 
terpretation among many others, course, which enjoys 
large following Germany and elsewhere and which, 
estimation, creates entirely false impression Goethe’s 
masterpiece and serves true understanding Faust’s char- 


aeter and personality. This peculiar interpretation culminates 


a 


i 


Faust book the late Heidelberg philosopher Heinrich 
Rickert, which has been acclaimed the generally the 
best interpretation far. appeared 1932, and since then 
its dominating influence can seen also the American 
studies, translations introductions the tragedy. 

refer the interpretation Faust the superman, the 
titan, whose heart filled with insatiable urge action and 
power, man who disregards all human limits and places him- 
self beyond good and evil and yet supposed reach high 
station human perfection that heaven can claim him. This 
entirely German idea. The Faust interpreters outside 
Germany have never seen Faust the superman but man 
who striving for human perfection human being 
doubtful moral qualities. The French were inclined interpret 
Mephistopheles, not Faust, the superman. interesting 
see how this superman interpretation arose and developed 
Germany. 

The search for the meaning Goethe’s Faust, the main prob- 
lem Faust interpretation, raised from the very beginning the 
question what kind man Faust was intended represent. Four 
opinions can clearly distinguished 

Faust perfect, ideal man. 

Faust representative man. represents man gen- 

eral, with all his qualities, good and bad. 

Faust adventurer, man who longs for power and 

sensual happiness. 

Faust the titan, the superman; sometimes also called 

genius.* 

Interpreters like Volkelt, Petsch, Kiihnemann, hold 


t all of 


ing the first opinion not believe, course, that 
Faust’s deeds and ail expressions his character are 
perfect. But they contend that the course the dran 
grows morally until reaches the highest level humanity. 
The largest group interpreters formed those who see 
Faust the true, not the ideal representative the human 
race. Most the non-German belong this group, and 


German scholars like Pfeiler, Barthel, Hefele, 


See also Ada Klett, Der Streit Faust sei 


1900, Jena, 1939. 
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There are comparatively few scholars, among them Fick, 
Seiberth, Melzer, who see Faust the unworthy ad- 
venturer the man who driven his low animal 


The most expressive and influential group critics com- 
posed those who see Faust the superman, titan genius. 
This interpretation not new. Hegel its spiritual father. But 
also men like Schiller, Wilhelm and Friedrich Schlegel and the 
other romanticists saw him the human genius who towered 
over the rest mankind, and whose very nature foreed him 
strive beyond human boundaries. was Friedrich Nietzsche, 
however, who took Goethe’s own word ‘‘superman’’ and gave 
new, serious import his Thus spoke Zarathustra. Here the 
superman not any more the exceptional being but the repre- 
sentative new master race which alone has the right live 
while the race the mass man must perish. Besides 
Nietzsche the name Oswald Spengler must mentioned; 
Faust his Decline the West the symbol en- 
tire historical epoch. According these ideas the Faustian 
superman the highest form man. 


There can objection, think, the attempt philoso- 
pher ethies like Nietzsche create the philosophical and moral 
foundation for new human race, feels that the old moral 
basis mankind has fallen apart and must replaced. But 
different thing we, influenced his philosophy with its new 
moral values, try interpret Gocthe’s Faust the light and with 
the terminology these modern teachings. does not need any 
proof here that Goethe never nurtured Nietzschean ideas the 
necessity for new moral foundation man. His Faust lives with 
the old moral concepts and judged and measured the end 
standards which the eighteenth and early nineteenth cen- 
turies were accustomed. The great for the interpretation 
Faust, the man, lies the fact that his end that good 
Christian, while his life has not always been led the truly 
Christian way. Indeed, his life anything but Christian 
general understand the term. The question which confronts every 
Faust interpreter, ‘‘How can man who commits during his life- 
time number capital crimes acceptable God and receive 
the salvation accorded good servant God?’’, has been an- 
swered many times and many ways, but, the eontinued at- 


tempts seem indicate, never quite everybody’s satisfaction. 
call Faust the superman one way answer the question. 
explain Faust’s failures consequences his nature 
superman for which eannot held responsible, then be- 
comes clear that God himself must take the responsibility and 
the ever-striving Faust. This, course, would mean that 
Goethe’s God uses his judgment men two moral the 
one for the superman permitting everything that called crime 
and that punishable the code for the average man. one 
has ever stated, far know, that Goethe believed two 
moral world orders. But does the Prologue Heaven perhaps 
suggest such duality? There find Mephistopheles telling God 
that the miscrable condition mankind proves the whole 
asks Mephistopheles whether knows Faust, his servant. Does 
this question not imply that Mephistopheles may right about 
mankind general but that Faust considered excep- 
tion? Indeed, has been interpreted this way, and Rickert, there- 
fore, calls Faust exceptional being. points out that God 
does not intend justify the human race calling Mephistoph- 
eles’ attention Faust. All God wants say that there are 
men who differ from the rest mankind, and Faust one 
them. Faust, therefore, be!ongs the exceptional human beings 
whom God approves priori, speak. 


This reasoning carries very little conviction, seems me. 
Mephistopheles’ criticism God’s creation follows the praise 
the universe the three archangels: ‘‘For all God’s lofty works 
are magnificent the first With his criticism man, 
the crown God’s creation, Mephistopheles wants express the 
fundamental idea which embodies, namely: The world created 
God the worst all possible worlds; or, expresses these 
same convictions Faust’s study Whatever originated deserves 
annihilated. Far better, life were nonexistent.’’ attacks 
mankind particular because the part the creation 
knows best through his own activity. the weakest point 
can find God’s world. And mankind whole 
without any exceptions. God the defense. the human 
race whole which must defend. But how? What can 
defended 


said favor mankind whole? Mankind can 
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and justified only through the individual. God has point 
one man who must represent the whole order prove the value 
his creation. And Faust this man. chosen man, but 
not exceptional being. fact, God admits that Mephistopheles 
who confused that does not really know what wants. 
Mephistopheles’ deseription certainly not fitting for 
exceptional being superman. Indeed, Faust seems 
the right man for Mephistopheles prove the correctness his 

Rickert and other German interpreters have that 
Faust shows purely individual characteristics and does repre- 
sent the German man But God ean point only 
one exceptional man, the superman Faust, defense the human 
race, would only confirm the correctness Mephistoph- 
eles’ attitude. challenges his critic making Faust the touch- 
stone his defense. the character witness whom has 
chosen from many could have selected for this purpose. And 
God makes clear that has chosen Faust good 
man, and ‘‘A good man, though his striving obseure, remains 
aware that there one right 

Now, all this may true. But what about the fact that Goethe 
himself uses the word the poem? found 
the famous scene with the Earth Spirit. also found the 
the Sturm und Drang period, and that is, far 
aware, the first time the word used German literature. 
Herder may have used before Goethe but eannot prove that. 
Only once again his life does Goethe use it, namely the poem 
Dedication’’ 1784, and there its meaning ironic. Nor 
the word found the works his contemporaries and 
the following generations. appcars again Friedrich Nietz- 
sche’s Zarathustra, and from then becomes part not only 
the German vocabulary but translated into all literary lan- 
guages. speak today superman think Nietzsche’s 
meaning the word. The superman the representative the 
new master race. the being who makes himself God because 
ean live without God. The concept the ‘‘Blond Beast’’ 
often connected with the term superman, especially outside 
Germany. 


surprising that Goethe makes more use the word that 
himself and which said contain the meaning his 
greatest work, Faust. However, not difficult see that the 
word never belonged Goethe’s concepts values. Let 
examine the scene which the word 

The Earth Spirit himself calls Faust superman. But the eir- 
under which that happens show Faust state 
mind for which the name superman sounds profound 
The apparition the Earth Spirit overwhelming that Faust 
exclaims: apparition!—Oh woe! cannot bear thy 
The Earth Spirit then gives description Faust which 

With panting breath thou hast implored this sight, 
Wouldst hear voice, face wouldst 

Thy mighty spirit-plea inclineth me! 

Here ain What pitiable fright 

Grips thee, thou Where the soul elated? 
Where the breast that itself world created 

And bore and fostered it? And that with joyous trembling 
Swelled out, e’en spirits, us, 

Where art thou, Faust, whose voice rang out me, 

Who toward pressed with all thy energy? 

Is’t thou who, breath surrounded, 

all the deeps being art 

frightened, fleeing, writhing worm 


Even the arrogant, bold words, ‘‘Am form flame, yield 
thee fear? Faust, thy peer!’’ cannot change 
the pitiful pieture human presumptuousness that Faust 
this moment. tries vain hide his human weakness behind 
strong and bold words when says, ‘‘Thou busy Spirit, how near 
feel thee!’’ But the cold words the Spirit, 
like the spirit thou canst comprehend, not me!’’ ham- 
mer upon him until finally collapses with the confession his 
mistaken belief his own godliness. Who can doubt the irony 
and mockery connection with the word this 
scene? one ean see Faust here the ideal man. The true 


The translations are taken from George Priest, Faust. Parts One 
and Two. Coviei Friede, Publishers. New York, 1932. 


THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


meaning Faust, the true essence his character this scene 
blind belief himself and presumption. And 
Faust’s analysis his experience with the spirit the monologue 
after Wagner has left him, shows that now understands his 
failure measure his own imagination. This becomes clear 
the verses: 


That vision, ah! was gigantic, 
could but feel myself dwarf indeed. 
image the Godhead, and already one 
Who thought him near the mirror the Truth Eternal, 
Who revelled the clearness, light supernal, 
And stripped away the earthly son; 
more than cherub, whose free 
Presumed, prophetic, even now course, 
Creating, through Nature’s every vein, 
share the life gods: that! how must atone! 
voice thunder swept back again. 
may not dare call myself thy peer! 
And later exclaims: 
not like the gods! Feel must. 
like the worm that burrows through the dust, 
That the dust which lived and fed, 


His description himself agrees with the words the Earth 
Spirit. feels clearly that did not possess the requisite for 
superman positive sense. His attempt pass beyond the 
sphere human life into the realm the spirits has ended 
cruel and grotesque failure. feels that the spirit has pushed 
him back into the uncertain fate all human beings from which 
had tried escape. Faust, true, was striving for goal 
far beyond the human realm, but obvious that failed. Thus, 
the only lasting effect his experience with the Earth Spirit 
his eure from his presumptuousness, which now recognizes 
clearly for what is. This realisation for him the cause deep 
and growing depression. feels like the worm that finally 
erushed the wanderer’s tread. addition this profound 
despair the world that surrounds him and which 
has spent the best part his life overwhelms him. this leads 


complete collapse his will live. Death lures him the 
last possible escape from unbearable, hateful human existence. 
His contemplated suicide the end the old Faust who 
believed himself superman. 

this exactly the point where the German interpreters, 
and particular Heinrich Rickert, insist that the superman 
Faust not dead; fact, the attempted suicide interpreted 
the climax Faust’s superhuman existence. Rickert explains 
that even after the failure maintain himself the face the 
Earth Spirit, Faust wants remain the superman, and since 
sees death only the beginning new life unlimited activity 
has reached the climax his superhuman 

Let see what Gocthe himself thought about the significance 
suicide. dealt with this problem his Werther and felt 
compelled afterwards explain again and again the meaning 
the suicide, because the many misunderstandings which arose. 
Werther the suicide the conclusion life that failed its 
purpose. The prime motive for the suicide the desire end 
worthless life. eseape, matter whether the suicide expects 
brighter, worthier life follow whether believes com- 
plete And that the case also Faust. 

The long nocturnal monologue that precedes the suicide attempt 
certainly not the speech superman. the most and 
depressing analysis man can make himself. There nothing 
make him happy look forward wonderful future. 
What finds fills him with profound pessimism and deep con- 
viction that not worthwhile continue live. And while his 
eyes glance over his earthly possessions which fill his study, they 
are attracted small phial which contains the poison. Faust 
does not think for moment whether should drink not. 
not question inner struggle. His mind clear about it. 
greets with delight and takes down from the shelf with 
reverence and asks rhetorically that ‘‘it bestows its favor upon 
its master.’’ The tides his spirit ebb slowly and instead 
painful depression new hopeful outlook enlivens his soul and 
mind. 

All this very human. superman who thinks escaping 
unbearable life through suicide is, seems me, paradox. Even 


Rickert, Goethes Faust, 138. 
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Rickert hesitates such attitude superhuman and asks, 
superman thinks suicide? that rather sign 
weakness which throws away 

There can doubt that the idea suicide out despair 
not agreement with the the superman. But Rickert 
finds explanation for this strangely human behavior Faust. 
interprets Faust’s words, 


beckoned out, the open seas 

The mirror waters glitter feet, 

other shores allures another 
the real motive for his suicide hoping for new 
happiness and satisfaction unlimited activity the world 
beyond. Therefore, his intention has nothing with weakness 
and desperation: the contrary, Faust has reached the 

Such interpretation seems impossible. Like many 
people similar situation Faust contemplates the inevitable 
question ‘‘What comes before drinks the poison. And 
like other human beings inclined believe existential 
some kind. contrary his former pessim- 
ism, now rather optimistic. Death, seems him, only 
the entrance new life unlimited activity. this belief 
characterizes the superman then should think most would 
supermen. But obviously Faust expresses only the profoundly 
human hope for eternal life and human enough not ex- 
clude entirely the possibility that the price death may the 
plunge into nothingness. 

But what terribie anticlimax Faust preparing for the be- 
lievers his heroism! spite all his encouraging and brave 
words does not take the last step, does not drink the poison. 
doubt, this again very human, but certainly makes diffi- 
eult for those interpreters who explain the suicide the climax 
his titanism. How are they going reconcile his failure the 
face death with the ideal the superman? Rickert sees 
difficulty whatsoever. explains simply the two souls 
Faust’s breast. Faust were striving only for spiritual goals, his 
life would have end here, but demands, know, the most 
beautiful stars from heaven and all the happiness from the earth. 
And the earth which overwhelms him with its charms just 


the moment when experiencing the climax his titanism 
taking the poison. Such interpretation simply does not make 
sense. The moment Faust puts the phial his lips church bells 
ring and the singing choir can heard. The celebration 
Easter has begun the nearby University Chapel. Clearly can 
Faust distinguish the words the choir representing the angels, 
risen, joy mortal men.’’ And these words, the 
fundamental Christian message, that stop Faust the fulfilment 
his intention end his life. puts down the deadly poison 
and listens the words which those sung the 
angels Christ’s grave. 

have seen that Faust has examined his life from various 
angles. But found that his experiences life well the 
intellectual values once cherished could not satisfy his striving 
and longing for deeper insight into the nature life. examine 
life also from the religious point view has never entered his 
mind. religion had played part the later period his life 
probably would have done so. course, inconceivable that 
superman would change his plans under the influence re- 
ligion. The average human being, however, may well assumed, 
would consider his last step the light its re- 
ligious implications. There can doubt Faust not what 
would call religious man the moment his suicide attempt. 
Therefore, Gocthe cannot appeal his religious but only 
his religious memories. Through the resounding the Easter 
message from the University Chapel the faith his childhood 
brought powerfully back his mind. says: 

days that are more, loving kiss 

solemn Sabbath stillness fell; 

Then rang full-toned, the bell; 

And every prayer was fervent bliss. 
And although thinks that now lacks his early faith, for 
which belief the miraculous essential, nevertheless remem- 
bers with deep emotion the sweetness and joyfulness his youth- 
ful religious experiences. And just this recollection his 
religious happiness that interferes with the execution his suicide 
plan. His words, ‘‘Now memories, with childlike feeling hold 
back from that solemn step, the express that clearly that 
there can doubt about it. 
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This sudden change mind has great deal difficulty 
for the Faust interpreter, especially those who see him the titan 
and 

There are two important moments the drama, when Goethe 
uses the Christian message and symbolism. This one, and the 
other the close the second part. Goethe was never his 
later life orthodox Christian. That does not require any proof 
But has become almost matter doctrine among 
Goethe crities see him not only the unorthodox Christian but 
modern heathen, follower Spinoza, who did not need re- 
ligious faith, because possessed profound and working phi- 
losophy Some even believe that estab- 
lished new humanistie faith which its anti-Chris- 
Therefore, they say, impossible assume that the titan 
Faust held back from suicide the thought the Christian 
gospel. Not the gospel but the memory his youth, the memory 
the awakening spring him back into life. Faust thinks 
the songs spring, not the Christian hymns which hears 
from the ehurch, says Rickert. This the interpretation gives 
the verses: 

sweet, yearning 
Drove wander through wood and lea, 
And while thousand tears were burning, 
felt world arise for me. 
youth’s glad sports this song foretold me, 
The festival spring happy freedom past. 
one separates these verses from the preceding and the following 
lines one might agree with Rickert’s interpretation. 
But this monologue begins: 
heavenly tones, powerful and mild, 
Why seek me, cleaving the dust 
And with the words: 
Sound and on, thou sweet celestial strain 
The tear wells forth, the earth has again! 
Faust does not speak ‘‘Friihlingslieder’’ but ‘‘Himmels- 
lieder.’’ would have been very simple for Goethe make that 


especially Erich Franz, Goethe als religiöser Denker, Tübingen, 
1932. 
7H. Korff, Faustischer Glaube, Leipzig, 1938. 
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clear. But Rickert’s interpretation, seems me, false 
many ways. The long monologue before the suicide great re- 
view what life and earth have offered and will offer him 
the future. His bitter that there was and nothing 
this world that would make his life worthwhile. When takes 
the phial from the shelf reminded many joyful night 
spent the his father and young fellow scholars. But 
even the memories these happy experiences which recalls 
that moment not hold him back. the actual resounding 
the religious message that softens his embittered soul, and not 
new strong superhuman resolution, Rickert which 
eauses him give the idea suicide. And not only post- 
poning but makes clear that returning into human 
existence not superman but ordinary human being 
What else could mean when exclaims: 
The tear wells forth, the earth has again. 


The superman who cries like the lost son the Bible when sets 
foot again his fathers’ soil would certainly out agreement 
with the concept superman. But such thoughts not trouble 
Rickert and his followers, They insist that Faust remains the 
titan his end. Let examine, therefore, briefly the scenes fol- 
lowing the suicide attempt order show that Goethe took great 
pains present Faust man among men. 

Many Faust have stressed the fact that Goethe intro- 
duces number scenes the drama which seem have nothing 
with its dramatic development the development Faust’s 


personality. 

The scene before the Town Gate one the parts which appear 
without important function. For this reason some scholars 
have tried vain, think give allegorical interpre- 
tation. The critics who see Faust the superman feel that was 
unwise Goethe retard Mephistopheles’ entrance into the dra- 
matie action. They can see very little sense and meaning this 
scene which Faust shown surrounded his fellow citizens 
his Easter Sunday walk. These people represent the typical 
small town folk, not men with outstanding human virtues. 
the moralist they might seem objectionable because they reveal 
the most common weaknesses, such sensuality, love brawls, 
pleasure political gossiping, overindulgence trivial enjoy- 
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ments, dancing, drinking and on. the so-called Urfaust 
1773-75, the Faust fragment Gocthe, the Stürmer und Dränger, 
this scene not included, nor find the Fragment 
1790. Since his friendship with Schiller which began 1794 
Goethe had made definite plan the drama, which changed his 
former concept Faust. The young revolutionary the Strass- 
burg period who conceived the Faust drama was now mature 
man the world, man who had acquired philosophy his 
own. The titanie adventurer the Urfaust fragment whose tragic 
end can only guess could certainly not the hero the Faust 
tragedy which Goethe conceived the years his friendship with 
Schiller. Goethe himself had learned through the years that there 
escape from this human existence with all its limitations and 
frustrations. Not escape from life but uninterrupted activity 
life, eternal striving according the gifts bestowed upon the 
individual nature, that was Goethe’s fundamental idea man’s 
life and the meaning human existence. Returning his station 
among the common people, Faust had prove himself. And that 
the meaning and function this and the following 
scene. obvious that Faust cannot and does not enjoy this kind 
company and life, but makes honest attempt so- 
ciable. finally flees from the admiring crowd into nature. The 
spectacle grand sunset frees imagination and makes him 
yearn for wings lift himself like the eagle into the blue sky. 
one with nature, that his longing now. 

this connection that speaks Wagner about himself, 
the two souls impulses his breast, the one that 
the world with clutching organs’’ and the other that lifts itself 
from the dust the sphere ideals. This duality his person- 
ality contrast Wagner’s simplicity nothing exceptional 
superhuman, has been said. The dual nature life general 
the Prologue Heaven. Here Mephistopheles points 
out the dual nature Faust’s character and God admits the 
reetness this analysis. And yet God him His servant about 
whose development not the least worried. For human 
astray. God certain that man know the right way 
after has led him from 


The main function this scene before the Town Gate is, 
have said, show the honest attempt Faust return his 
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position human socicty and reconcile himself with his fate. 
But the end this scene the dramatic development begins for 
which were prepared during the Prologue Heaven. Mephis- 
topheles appears the seene the form poodle. Rickert 
points with satisfaction Faust’s intuition that the poodle was 
mere poodle, comparing Wagner’s lack insight this matter, 
sign Faust’s superhuman character. The fact that Faust 
displays real insight into the nature the poodle. Although 
feels the magie power he, too, takes him finally for what ap- 
pears be, simply poodle. The comparison with Wagner does 
not present Faust the superman, has been asserted. Faust 
man with deeper understanding and greater abilities than 
Wagner, but superman. 

have Faust among his fellow citizens, where makes 
sincere attempt share their happiness and enjoyment, showing 
that one them. Later find him his study with the 
strange poodle. Again this scene not found the Urfaust frag- 
ment and again some erities complain that unnecessary and 
retards the dramatie action. Indeed, interpret Faust super- 
man, the his study not only seems unnecessary but 
For why should superman sit down the 
quict his study and immerse himself the reading the 
Bible? But that what Faust does. Entering his study says: 


Meadow and field have forsaken, 

That deeps night from sight enroll; 

solemn awe the deeps awaken, 

Rousing the better soul. 

wild desires can longer win me, 

stormy lust dare and do; 

The love all mankind stirs me, 

The love God stirred anew. 
These words, seems me, show clearly that Faust re- 
ligious mood. The words ‘‘love mankind’’ and ‘‘love God’’ 
form continuation the Easter message which has had 
such immense power over Faust’s will. Nevertheless this pas- 
sage has been completely misinterpreted. Those who hold the 
superman theory not admit the religious character Faust’s 
mood. They admit the contemplative quality his mood, which 
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natural, they say, since scholar. Therefore, they interpret 
the translation the beginning St. John’s gospel which Faust 
then embarks upon scholarly activity, because have heard 
the play that Faust supposed great scholar, but 
have never seen him work that capacity. And that the 
meaning this scene, according these interpreters. have 
heard that Faust was praised his fellow-citizens, not great 
theologian linguist, but physician and natural scientist. 
Goethe wanted give proof his ability could have shown 
him working medical other problem. Besides, 
what Faust does not scholarly translation. His intention 
quite different one, and tells why reaching for the 
Bible, when says: 
Ah, when the friendly lamp glowing 
Again within our narrow cell, 
Through heart and bosom light comes flowing 
but the heart knows itself well. 
The reason once again discourses 
And hope begins bloom again; 
Man yearns reach life’s flowing sources, 
Ah, the Fount Life attain 
And after has warned the poodle, who does not like these 
But ah! feel already, with will the best, 
Contentment wells longer from breast. 
But wherefore must the stream soon run dry 
And again thus thirsting lie? 
have experienced this ample measure. 
And yet this feeling has its compensation 
learn the supernatural treasure. 
Our spirits yearn toward revelation 
That nowhere glows more fair, more excellent, 
Than here the New Testament. 
ope the fundamental text I’m moved, 
With honest feeling, once for all 
turn the sacred, blest original 
Into German well-beloved. 


This certainly not the attitude Bible scholar, but man 
who, out dissatisfaction with the ever-diminishing flow in- 
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tellectual sustenance provided man’s own mind, turns the 
supernatural source revealed the Bible. Faust feels the urge 
read the Gospel and render with sincere feeling, says, 
his beloved German. said before, this obviously not the 
way scholar would about problem. The purpose 
Faust’s translation the satisfaction which man gains through 
the understanding interpretation the Gospel. other words 
his motive religious one, his urge religious one too. Thus 
Goethe continues present Faust member the human race 
or, God calls him, his servant. 

have come conclusion. What have tried show 
here briefly could continued through the entire drama and 
would prove our thesis that Goethe does not intend present 
his Faust tragedy the life, failure and salvation superman 
but a.very human being with all his limitations. The great value 
and the deep significance Faust for our own time lies, 
estimation, the fact that not the story superman but 
thinking man whom Faust himself says: 


Two souls, alas, are dwelling 

And each fain leave its brother. 

The one, fast clinging, the world adheres 

With organs, love’s sturdy lust; 

The other strongly lifts itself from dust 

yonder high, ancestral spheres. 
University Cincinnati 


SELECTIONS FROM 
GOETHE’S FAUST, PART 


DEDICATION 
near again who long ago greyly 
Moved troubled view your phantom crowd. 
Now this time shall strive stay ye? 
Still heart that old madness bowed 
press fast! Well good, may then sway me, 
surround out mist and cloud; 
For bosom youthful passions quicken, 
From witching breaths which round your thicken. 
bring with the shades joyous days, 
And many dear-loved visions rise view 
And like dim ancient half-forgotten lays 
Come olden love and friendship with too. 
The pain revives and bares again the maze 
mortal nature’s erring course rue, 
And names the true ones who fortune banished 
Went their joyless way and from vanished. 
They will not listen following songs, 
The souls whom sang the ones old. 
Dispersed are now these olden friendly throngs; 
First echoes too, alas, have all 
unfamiliar erowds singing now belongs, 
Whose very plaudits make heart turn cold; 
While those whom joyful singing mattered, 
still they live, stray the world far-scattered. 
With long unwonted yearning aspire 
Towards yonder quiet earnest spirit sphere. 
trembles like soft lyre, 
plaintive song, now unclear. 
heart, once stern, moved with soft 
trembling shakes me, tear flows after tear. 
Things real now scem the faded distance, 
And those bygone have actual existence. 


Editor’s note: our opinion this latest effort, Oregon professor 
philosophy, turn parts Goethe’s dramatie masterpiece into English, 
merits here, 


= 


SELECTIONS FROM GOETHE’S FAUST, PART 


PROLOGUE THE THEATER 
Dramatic Port, COMEDIAN 

You fellows, who oft 

Have stood dire need and toil, 

Say what hope German soil 

our design, truth, you see. 

want much please the general hosts, 

Espeeially while they live and let live too. 

The stage up, the boards elapt the posts, 

And everyone expects feast you. 

Already now they sit with eyebrows raised, 

eooly there, and wish amazed. 

know with what the common folk’s impressed, 

Yet perplexed I’ve never been before. 

It’s true they’re not aceustomed the best, 

But still they’ve read heap learned lore. 

How work now that all fresh and new 

And still will please weighty matter too? 

For frankly like well see the erush 

When torrent-like the erowd sweeps toward our booth, 

And with prodigious ever-swelling rush 

Does through the narrow gate ruth. 

open daylight still, ere four 

They beat their way the cashier’s wicket, 

And, famine times for bread, around they 

And all but break their necks get ticket. 

This miracle upon various men 

None save the poet works; friend, today again! 


Speak not that rank mottled swarm, 

very sight which one’s spirit shrinks. 

spare from this gurging human storm 

That gulfs and whirlpool sinks. 

Nay! Bring some heavenly quiet bourn 

Where bloom such joys only poet thinks, 

Where love and friendship, poet’s heart caressing, 
With godlike hands bestow their cherished blessings. 
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Ah! What deeply from our hearts there speedeth, 
What stammeringly from trembling lips escapes, 
What faileth now, and now perchance succeedeth, 
The barren, overwhelming moment rapes. 

Oft many years hard endurance needeth 

The poet’s thoughts take their finished shapes. 
What glitters, for the moment comes birth; 
Forever lives the thing solid worth. 


Comedian 

Suppose talk future I’d ascend, 

Who then would give the world its fun? 
Which will have and ought have rightly. 
keep around chap that’s sprightly 
Counts too, when all said and done. 

Who wots himself agreeably bring 

Him will the people’s humors ne’er embitter 
He’ll wish himself ample ring 

That may move all the better. 

Come now and set example up, pray do. 
Let sing with all her chorus granted, 
Reason, sense and feeling passion too, 
But, mark you well, let folly not scanted. 


NIGHT 
Faust 
Now alas, with steadfast zeal, 
Have studied all philosophy, 
Jurisprudence too, and medicine, 
And, sad say, theology! 
Now here stand, poor fool that am, 
wise when first began! 
dubbed master; yea, and doctor too; 
And nearly ten years now I’ve led askew 
And and down through crook and turn 
students the nose Whilst did learn 
That nothing can known. Yet from thence 
heart well-nigh burns out impotence. 
true wiser than all these masters, 


Nineompoop and and pastors, 


seruples plague me; doubts. fear 


Neither hell nor the devil. And yet how drear 
wisdom this which leaves heart bereft. 


I’ve more hope truly knowing left. 
more believe that can really reach 


heart and mend with the stuff teach. 


Neither have worldly treasure, 
Honor, money, goods pleasure. 


dog would want such life tragic! 


Therefore I’ve given myself magic; 
Perchance there great spirit potencies 
Can fathom full many mysteries; 

bitter sweat need not 

preach what not know. 

And may learn the inmost cause 

cosmie world-enforming laws; 

Behold the primal energy and core, 
And peddle empty word more. 

would you gazed your last, great 
Upon misery. You for whom 

I’ve watched many midnight end 

this same desk; until, sad friend, 
You came o’er stacks books 
And dusty paper-littered nooks! 

might some mountain height 
Climb freely your loved light 

And hover round some mountain cave; 
With spirits over meadows wave; 
Unclogged all ever knew, 

Bathe health your fresh dew! 
Woe’s me! Still sticking this den; 
musty stone-walled pen? 
Where heaven’s precious daylight strains 
But dismally through painted panes! 
Beeramped heaps dusty tomes 
Which worms gnaw at; where overhead 
Unto the height vaulted domes, 
With smudgy paper all’s bespread. 
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Where glasses, boxes round are hurled; 
Crammed full with instruments and 
With ancestral lumber 

There your world! Some world! 

And still you question why your heart 
With dread hangs heavy your breast? 
And why with unaccounted smart 

All pulse life you’s oppressed 
Instead living nature, meant 

God for God-created man 

You here smoke and mould are pent 
Mid bones beasts and skeleton. 

Up! Out! Abroad the open land! 

And this same book oceultry, 

From Nostradamus’ very hand, 

not guide enough for thee? 

And then ken the planet’s 
And when nature’s self you’re taught, 
rise you the soul’s own force 
spirit moves spirit thought. 

vain this barren poring 

When holy sign enlightens thee. 

spirits, now you hover near, 

And you hear, answer me! 

(He opens the book and perceives the sign the Macrcosm.) 


Ah! What eestacy sight this 

Starts all once through all senses flowing! 
feel youth’s joy life and holy bliss 

every nerve and vein new-glowing. 

Was god inseribed these symbols here 

Which bosom still the storm; 

Which poor heart with joy transform, 

And with mystie virtue clear 

Around lift the veil from nature’s vital form? 
god? All grows light! 

these clear figures behold 

Pure nature’s throbbing self before eyes unrolled. 


Now first read the sage’s meaning right: 
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spirit-world not grave; 

Your wit clogged; your heart dead! 
Up, scholar, undismayed, and lave 

Your earthy breast day-break’s 


(He contemplates the sign.) 

How all things weave into whole, 

And each lives the other’s soul! 

How heaven’s powers, rising and descending, 
Pass the golden vessels without ending! 

heaven-breathing pinions wringing, 

earth blessing bringing 
Harmonious all through all ringing! 

What wondrous show! But, alas, mere show! 
can seize thee, boundless sphere? How know 
breasts? fountainheads being’s all, 
Whence heaven springs and earth itself sustains, 
Towards which the drooping bosom strains 

gush and for drink vainly call? 


(Impatiently turns the leaves the book and perceives the sign 
the earth-spirit.) 

How differently upon works this sign! 

me, Earth-spirit, thou art nigher 

Straightway feel powers higher, 

And now aglow with new wine. 

heart bold abroad the world stride; 

bear the earthly woe and joy, and ride 

With raging tempests far and wide, 

And hear the shipwreck’s unterrified. 

Clouds darken over 

The moon withdraws her light 

lamp sinking! 

fumes! Crimson flashes quiver 

Round head There flutters down 

horror from the vaulted dome 

And seizes me! 

feel thee, roused-up spirit, hovering round. 

Unfold thyself! 

Ah! How heart doth tear and pound! 
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With strange, new feeling 

Each sense reeling! 

feel heart completely you lost! 

Thou must! Thou must! And life’s the cost! 

(He seizes the book and mysteriously pronounces the sign the 
spirit. reddish flame flares up—the spirit appears the flame.) 
Spirit: 

Who calls me? 

Faust: Horrible shape! 

With might thou hast implored appear, 

And long hast grasped for nurture sphere, 

And now 

Faust: Woe’s me! must escape! 

Spirit: 

Thou prayest breathless behold me, 

hear voice, countenance see; 

Thy potent praying draws down thee. 

Here am! What abjeet dread now holds thee, 

superman! Where the soul which summons hurled? 

Where the breast which itself achieved world, 

And bore and cherished it? Which passioned with delight 

Would lift its swollen self at.spirit 

Where art thou, Faust, whose voice rang ear, 

Who pressed with all his might into sphere? 

Art thou this thing who breathing quakes, 

And the bottom its being shakes, 

eringing worm which wriggles off? 


Faust: 
thing flame, shall fear 
Shrink back; Faust, who thy peer! 
Spirit: 

life and action, streaming, storming, 
move with surging wave, 

With ceaseless motion, 

From birth grave, 

timeless ocean, 

weaving, 

glowing being, 
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For thus weave the spindle time 

dress for the God-head living design. 

Faust: 

Untiring Spirit, thou who wendest 

The wide-swept world, how near feel thee! 

Spirit: 

Thou ’rt like him thou comprehendest, 

Not me! (The spirit vanishes.) 


Faust: (collapsing) 
Not thee? 
Whom then? 
image the God-head! 
And not even thee! 
(There knocking) 
death! I’m sure that famulus 
Now comes fairest joy naught! 
that this snoop with musty thought 
Should stir this plentitude visions thus! 


(Wagner enters dressing-gown and night-cap, with lamp 
his hand. Faust turns impatiently.) 

Wagner: 

me! heard your 

course, was classic tragedy you 

this same art seek some demonstration, 

For nowadays stands one much stead. 

oft have heard said preacher 

Might take actor for teacher. 


Faust: 
Ay, the preacher actor too, 
now and then well may come pass. 


Wagner: 
Ah, when one’s celled thus, and scarce may view 
The world holidays, and scarce, alas, 

from off afar through telescope, 

How then sway with words can one have hope? 
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Faust: 
Unless you feel the thing you will not make go, 
Unless from out the soul wells, 

And with elemental mighty flow 

The hearts all who hear compells. 

Just sit forever your pasting game; 

From others’ feasts hash; 

And blow pitifully puny flame 

From your own dear tiny heap ash! 

children and monkies admired, 

that the length your reach, 

But never will hearts truly inspired, 

Unless from your own heart you preach. 
Wagner: 

Faust: 

Trust honest means gain for you, 

And bell-decked tinkling fool! 

Good sense and reason carry true 

Themselves with little art rule. 

And you’ve something earnest said, 
What need with hunting words rack your head? 
Yea, your high speeches, glittering fine, 

Prinked out leavings humanity, 

Are unrefreshing the winds that whine 
Through fog and withered leaves 
Wagner: 

me! how long art! 

How short this life ours! 

And oft while laboring out powers, 
Misgivings fall upon heart. 

How hard gain the means where lies 

The toilful way which reaches the source! 

And ere he’ll traverse barely half the course, 
Belike hapless devil dies. 

Faust: 

parchment, then, that holy well whose drink 
Gives everlasting ease thirsting mind 
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spring not deeply from your soul, you think 
vain the life-refreshing draught find. 
Wagner: 

catch the spirit age and measure 

The seope and ways thought wise men the past, 
And then behold the glorious height we’ve reached last. 
Faust: 

friend, the past elosed from sight, 

book with seven seals. And what you call 
The spirit age that’s gone 

bottom your own, whereon 

That age’s pale reflections fall. 

And then often really such mess 

That first glance one hastes away; 

rubbish can, lumber press, 

most feature play, 

With striking saw and fine 
Befitting lines for puppets’ wooden chatter! 
Wagner: 

But, Oh, the world man, his heart and mind! 
know somewhat them still our aim. 


Faust: 

Yea, knowing the so-called kind! 

Who dares give the child its real name? 
The few whom some sense thereof has been awake, 

Who foolishly upon their full hearts kept guard, 

But the mobs their feelings and their thoughts unbarred, 
Have always ended the cross the stake. 

pray you, friend, the night now far gone; 

must this time break off our talk perforce. 
Wagner: 

I’d have been fain sit thus and on, 

learnedly with you hold discourse. 

Tomorrow though, being Easter, 

Allow yet question more two. 

With zeal have applied myself learn. 

True, much know, but know all yearn. 


i 
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Faust (alone): 

How from that pate alone hope never turns 
Which evermore empty rubbish clings. 
Which grubs with greedy hand for treasurings, 
And glad roots angle-worms! 

Dares sound here such voice mortal birth, 
Where spirit-fullness quite surrounded me? 
Yet Ah, thou very poorest the sons earth, 
This once give thanks thee. 

You snatched out that immense despair 
Which all but had reason shaken. 

giant-big that vision was, swear 

That for dwarf I’d soon myself mistaken. 


University Oregon, 
Eugene 
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MEETING THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
TEACHERS GERMAN SEPTEMBER 1949 


STANFORD UNIVERSITY, CALIFORNIA 


The American Association Teachers German held its an- 
nual meeting the day before the opening the Modern Language 
Association sessions enable members take part both con- 
ventions. 

10:00 A.M., September 1949, the Executive Council held 
its session Cubberly Hall dispose the business matters 
the Association. Dr. Ernst Jockers, President, was unable pre- 
side the meeting. the request Dr. Jockers, Dr. Edgar 
Hemminghaus took charge the session. Dr. Curtis Vail, 
Dr. Annemarie Sauerlander, and Dr. Emma Marie Birkmaier, 
members the Council, were present. The following 
items were acted upon and subsequently approved the Associa- 
tion the afternoon: 

was recommended that directory all the members 
the American Association Teachers German pub- 
lished the May 1950 issue The German Quarterly, This 
directory will the name and the institution with 
which the member affiliated. Dues must the hands 
the National Treasurer before April 1950, the 
name the member appear the May 1950 issue. 

The Indiana Chapter was approved affiliate member 
the A.A.T.G. 

The decision was made study the question awarding 
Certificates Merit issued the A.A.T.G. the basis 
competitive examinations. committee, appointed Dr. 
Edwin Zeydel, Editor, Dr. Edgar Hemminghaus, Treasurer, 
and Dr. Emma Marie Birkmaier, Secretary, examine 
this proposal very carefully. 

Dr. Annemarie Sauerlander, chairman, Dr. Mary Wil- 
liams, and Dr. Emma Marie Birkmaier were appointed mem- 
bers the Ballot Committee. 

Dr. Erich Funke, chairman, and Dr. Curtis Vail were 
appointed members the Resolutions Committee. 

Honorary membership the A.A.T.G. was recommended for 
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Dr. Bayard Morgan, Professor Emeritus Stanford 
University, for his outstanding scholarship and his unceas- 
ing effort promote the study German the United 
States. 

Dr. Edgar Hemminghaus, Treasurer the Association and 
Business Manager Tue German whose term 
office expires December 31, 1949, was reappointed for 
another term three years. The Executive Council expressed 
the deepest appreciation and gratitude for the efficient man- 
ner and the untiring efforts Dr. Hemminghaus running 
the financial matters well taking the many 
other details which unstintingly gives his time. 

Dr. Edgar Hemminghaus presided the general business meet- 
ing held Cubberly Hall 1:30 p.m., September 1949. More 
than seventy-five members the Association and representing fif- 
teen different states were present the meetings the Associa- 
tion. 

The report the Executive Council was approved and ac- 
cepted. The report the Treasurer appear the January 
1950 issue. 

Dr. Erich Funke reported the present status the Commit- 
tee Charge Donations the Reconstruction Fund for the 
Goethe House Frankfurt. Although the reconstruction pro- 
gressing satisfactorily and part the house which present con- 
tains the art gallery completed, will take about two million 
marks complete the project. Donations are still needed and can 
sent the Carl Schurz Memorial Foundation Philadelphia. 
Dr. Erich Funke encouraged additional campaigns and drives. 
The Iowa Chapter the A.A.T.G. organized subsidiary cam- 
paign. Any organization individual who wishes contribute 
through Chapter invited send donations the Iowa Chap- 
ter. Due recognition will given the contributor. 


The Ballot Committee reported the results the election 
officers. The following officers were elected for the term beginning 
January, 1950: 

President: Dr. Giinther Keil, Hunter College, New York, N.Y. 

First Vice-President: Dr. Walter Reichart, University 


Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
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Second Vice-President: Miss Bertha Ott, William Horlick High 
School, Racine, Wis. 

Third Vice-President: Dr. Frederick Klemm, Union College, 
Schenectady, N.Y. 

Council: Dr. Elfriede Ackermann, Von Steuben High 
School, serve until December 31, 1952. 

Dr. Curt Goedsche, Northwestern University, Evanston, 
serve until December 31, 1952. 

the general meeting Dr. Hans Wolff, University Califor- 
nia, Berkeley, reported the and Fortheoming 
Goethe Publications and After short review con- 
ditions Weimar the end the war, Dr. Wolff listed for 
the outstanding newer editions Goethe’s works, the better biog- 
raphies that have appeared recently, together with explanation 
the various refreshing and intriguing points view held 
the biographers the treatment the biographical material. 
then recent works which deal with Goethe’s 
and vary from debating the question whether not 
the great master had any philosophy all whether Goethe did 
not already have his works the germ Stalin’s ideas. Dr. 
Wolff ended his discussion mentioning special books dealing 
with different aspects and with individual works the great poct 
and stressed the fact that the recent had brought forth 
increasing amount materials the Westöstliche 
Divan. 

Following this report, panel consisting Dr. Victor Os- 
wald, Jr., Dr. Curtis Vail, Dr. Curt Goedsche, and Dr. 
Bernhard Ulmer diseussed Procedures and Results Intensive 
Courses’’ their respective universities. There was found 
agreement among the institutions aceurate definition 
intensive course. Such course could mean anywhere from 
five contact hours per week where three contact hours were cus- 
tomary ten contact hours per week ineluding from six eight 
hours outside preparation. Such course could also have read- 
ing its primary objective rather than oral-aural objective. 

Professor Vail reported that there are two kinds intensive 
courses the University Washington. Course with emphasis 
the oral-aural objective meets for three hours per week 
demonstration classes and for two two-hour sessions per week 
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laboratory work with drill informants. The greatest benefit this 
course, according Professor Vail, that the student can take 
courses for all twelve quarters which the active use the lan- 
guage the principal aim. The course creates enthusiasm for 
the language well fine oral command and paves the way 
new and better generation language teachers. The second in- 
tensive course offered the University Washington two 
quarter course ten contact hours per week for graduate stu- 
dents who wish reading knowledge German. However, this 
course has been reduced seven contact hours per week since the 
other consumed too much time within the student’s program. 


Professor Goedsche described briefly the experiment carried 
Northwestern University where all B.S. students were required 
take the four hours per week traditional course and all B.A. 
students the experimental course which consisted four hours 
demonstration classes plus three hours drill per week during 
the first year and four hours demonstration classes plus four 
hours drill per week during the second year. 1947 com- 
mittee was appointed evaluate the new types intensive 
courses. result the investigation the committee recom- 
mended that the oral-aural approach should made available 
all students; that the first year should evolve into six hour per 
week course credits) which four hours demon- 
stration classes with thirty students and two one-hour practice ses- 
sions with fifteen students each class and the second year should 
have the traditional four hour per week instructional course with 
opportunity take optional two hour conversation course 
available for those who desire additional practice. interesting 
point made Professor Goedsche was that the ultimate level 
achievement depends probably more upon the effectiveness the 
teacher, the method and the text than the number contact hours. 
was also wary committing himself results obtained 
this new course compared with the intensive course required 
B.A. students 


Professor Ulmer University admitted that the in- 
tensive course was offered this past year; however, there were ‘‘no 
takers.’’ Three times and out. The first time intensive course 
was offered (1945) was hours (three demonstration 
and seven drill sessions for six credits) plus six eight 


MEETING AMERICAN ASS’N TEACHERS GERMAN 


hours outside work. However, semi-intensive course, more 
effective, evolved from this experience. this course the first 
semester consisted six contact hours (three demonstration and 
three drill classes), the second semester also had six contact hours 
(two demonstration, two reading and two drill hours) with from 
four six hours preparation per week. Professor Ulmer main- 
tained that the teacher primary importance. There can 
mechanization and standardization courses are 
humanists. Content well approach must watched and 
must give our students something live by. ‘‘If are human- 
ists will not let ourselves degraded into rather opaque and 
fleshy imitations vinylite dises that can played for the stu- 
dent’s pleasure.’’ 

Professor Oswald reported that the intensive course the Uni- 
versity California, Los Angeles, accelerated elementary 
German course (eight contact hours per week for eight credits) 
using the procedures developed the Army Language Training 
Program. However, has not abandoned the reading objective. 
The oral-aural procedures are used because they are interesting, 
lively and satisfactory. The conspicuous advantage found these 
procedures the understanding the materials read larger 
units comprehension. There surer Another 
interesting aspect found that greater number students elect 
enroll for higher courses the language. 

lively from the floor followed the papers read 
the panel members. The consensus opinion those present 
seemed that most intensive courses and even traditional 
courses are converging into six contact hours per week course, 
that the oral-aural approach challenging one and appears 
give certain amount satisfaction students, that the course 
must fit the objectives the student, that, however, lack ade- 
quate testing materials all aspects foreign language study and 
lack experimentation must make hesitant pub- 
licize the achievements any one type course until such ma- 
terials and such research are that the intensive course 
expensive course administratively and therefore must show 
considerable improvement over the traditional course, and that 
yet rough estimate from 75% 85% students wishing 
follow the reading objective must taken into consideration 
when planning the foreign language curriculum. 
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The Resolutions Committee presented the following statement 
the end the program: 

that the Association express its deep appreciation and 
gratitude the Committee Local Arrangements under the 
Dr. Mary Williams Stanford University and 
the Program Committee under the chairmanship Dr. Frank 
Reinsch the University California, Los Angeles, for providing 
very successful and stimulating 

The meeting adjourned convene again Cubberly Hall 
7:30 when Dr. Erich Funke The State University Iowa 
read the presidential Address Dr. Ernst Jockers. Dr. Funke 
performed diffieult task well. The the 
address was: ‘‘Im Anfang war die Tat? Eine zeitgemässe 

very inspiring and challenging fashion Dr. Jockers 
for some questions with regard the hero Faust being 
his way life the exponent philosophy 
That Faust not the sole spokesman for Goethe evident. Dr. 
Jockers felt his duty give ethical evaluation the 
Tatbegriff wurzelnde Charakter des eininaligen Menschen 
especially since this character presented today model 
which live. must also concerned with the comple- 
mentary figure Faust, Wilhelm Meister, who the other hand 
the extreme counterpart. gottgewollte Zukunft. Denn 
während Fausts Werk auf ihn selbst beschränkt bleibt, blüht hier 
aus den Menschen von selbst eine neue Gemeinschaft, eine wahre 
Demokratie auf, der einer für alle wirkt, aber alle für 
einen sich opfern, wie Fausts Machtstaat der Fall ist.’’ 
Nevertheless, Wilhelm Meister again not one set 
model for men live by. 

However, combination both, golden mean, the rule 
which live. ‘‘Liebe’’ and ‘‘Tat,’’ ‘‘fromm and ‘‘tiiehtig 
sein,’’ the one strengthened the other, the mind strengthened 
the will and the will the spiritual value within 
inan, that, according Dr. Jockers, Goethe’s position and at- 
titude towards life, This way new life and the ability follow 
this path will ward off the threatening danger destructive 
collectivism which humanity’s dread spectre today. The address 

8:30 p.m. the group adjourned the Lounge Cubberly 
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Hall where reception was held for the members and where the 
résistance’’ the evening was reading from his own 
work Der Richter Ernst Wiechert, possibly Germany’s greatest 
living author. Dr. Strothmann, Stanford University, intro- 
the author. his reading Mr. Wiechert revealed the 
greatness and the sublimity harbored his soul, the kindliness 
and the the forgiving hand holds out his own 
people well erring humanity. gave that eve- 
ning the strength demand rightcousness and truth from our- 
selves and from our fellow men. 

With this the high light the A.A.T.G. convention well 
appropriate climax, all the members attendance expressed 
their satisfaction with the program and thought job well done. 


Marte Secretary, A.A.T.G. 


MLA-TAGUNG STANFORD 


war ein guter Gedanke, die MLA-Tagung für 1949 Kali- 
fornien und September abzuhalten. Zwar beilef sich die 
Gesamtteilnehmerzahl nur auf etwa 1200 anstatt der 4000, die sich 
Vorjahre Hotel Pennsylvania New York zusammenge- 
drängt hatten. Das Programm war vielleicht weniger reichhaltig, 
manche Sitzungen zeigten ziemlich schwachen Besuch, und hier 
und kam einem die Veranstaltung etwas lahm vor; und doch 
war der Gesamteindruck gut, die Vorträge standen zum Teil auf 
erfreulicher Höhe, und Arbeit und Erholung ließen sich aufs 
angenehmste verbinden. 

Wie Goethejahr erwarten, stand nicht nur die Goethe- 
section Zeichen des großen Dichters, sondern auch die german- 
istische Hauptseetion und die allgemeine Versammlung der MLA, 
der Carl Schreiber über ‘‘Goethe eindrucksvoll 
sprach und sich gegen den Mißbrauch des Namens Goethe 
politischen Propagandazwecken wandte. Das Programm der ger- 
manistischen Section wurde von einem Vortrag 
Curtis Vails über Lessings Verhältnis zum Sturm und Drang 
eingeleitet. Die restlichen drei Themen dieses 
schäftigten sich mit dem großen Weimaraner. Hans Wolff sprach 
über das Deutungsproblem von Goethes Pandora. (in der Sitzung 
der AATG, das gleich hier erwähnen, gab Dr. Wolff einen 
aufschlußreichen Bericht über die Goethe-Literatur der Gegen- 
wart.) Harold Jantz characterisierte Goethe’s Faust einleuch- 
tend und mit gründlicher Quellenkenntnis als Renaissancemen- 
schen, während Vietor Lange den Einfluß Goethes auf die Stilent- 
der deutschen 19. Jahrhundert fesselnd dar- 
zulegen wußte. 

German III (The Age Goethe) bot Heinrich Henel einen 
ansprechenden ‘‘Versuch über Goethes Naturlehre’’, Gottlieb 
Schuchard behandelte ‘‘Fausts Vorschau Lichte von Schillers 
Briefen’’ und Ernst Jockers zeigte seinem Vor- 
trag, der Abwesenheit des Verfassers vom Berichterstatter ver- 
lesen wurde, wie sich das morphologische Prinzip Goethes 
Kassik auswirkt und dem Forscher gestattet, diesen Teil des 
Goetheschen unter dem Gesichtspunkt morphologischer 


MLA-TAGUNG STANFORD 
Ordnung bestimmen. (Über Jockers’ Präsidentenrede ‘‘Im 
Anfang war die Tat?’’ vor der AATG siehe Birkmaiers 
Carl Schreiber, der Vorsitzer des Nationalen Goethe- 
Kommittees wies Schluß dieses Programms kurz auf den Stand 
der Goethehaus-Sammlung hin, die gegenwärtig unter 
Zuckers Leitung steht. 

Auch anderen Gruppensitzungen war Goethe Gegenstand der 
Betrachtung. Arnold Bergstraesser behandelte ‘‘Goethe’s Organie 
Conception Nature’’ (General Topics VII: Literature and 
Science), and Harp zog die Verbindungslinien 
zwischen. Gide und Valéry (Comparative Literature VII: Franco- 
German Literary 

Ebenfalls nicht-germanistischen Gruppen wurde Manns 
behandelt. John Stewart untersuchte das musi- 
kalische Problem Manns Werk: Theory and Musie Con- 
tent Thomas Mann’s ‘Dr. Faustus’ (Comparative Literature 
Section), während Norbert Fuerst Paul Valöry und Thomas Manns 
Faust geistreich Beziehung setzen wußte. 

Daß auch sonst interessanten Themen fehlte, mag 
eine kuze Liste der sonstigen Vorträge der germanistischen Grup- 
pen zeigen. German (Germanie Pholoogly): Winfred Leh- 
mann, Laryngeal Hypothesis applied Germanie Phon- 
ology’’; Mary Williams, ‘‘Middle High German 
Donald ‘‘Some Modern Queries anent ‘Poor 
German (Language and Literature 1700): Fran- 
cis Ellis. ‘‘An Answer the Concluding Lines the Munich 
Cgm. 6353’’; Bacon, einer Klassifikation 
der altdeutschen Zauberspriiche und Segen’’; William Bennett, 
Ray Photography Palimpsest: Skeireins, 
Leaves II, VII’’. Sister Mary Juliana stand mit einem 
Vortrag ‘‘Some Aspects Biblical Data the 
Berlin 414’’ auf diesem Programm. German (German Lit- 
erature the XIXth Century) eröffnete Walther Wadepuhl mit 
einem gegen schönfärbende Heinekritik oft scharfzuschlagenden 
Vortrag über den gegenwärtigen Stand der Heineforschung. 
Wassermann behandelte ‘‘Die Briefe Jakob und die 
Krise der bürgerlichen Weltanschauung’’, und Rolf Linn sprach 
über and French Traits Fontaine’’. German 
(Modern German Literature) gab Heinz Politzer eine gutfundierte 
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Darstellung der Problematik und Probleme der Kafka-Forschung, 
und Wolfgang Michaels bot (anstelle von Sol Liptzins ‘‘Goethe 
und Beer-Hofmann’’) Untersuchung über Manns Verhält- 
nis zur Psychoanalyse. Ihren Abschluß fand diese Sitzung wie die 
Tagung überhaupt mit Ernst Wiecherts tief ergreifenden Worten 
über das zerstörte Menschengesicht. 

Schon vorher hatte die deutsche Abteilung der Stanford Uni- 
versität den Dichter den einem geselligen Abend gelandenen 
Germanisten vorgestellt. Wiechert las hier seine menschlich tiefe 
und packende Novelle Der Richter mit eindrucksvoller 
heit vor. Überhaupt war Ernst Wiechert mit seinem wie nach 
einem gemeißelten Prophetengesicht seiner warmen 
Menschlichkeit und seinem echten Dichtertum wohl für alle, die 
ihm persönlich zuhören durften, das größte Erlebnis dieser 
Tagung. 

Der bekannte Germanist Karl von Kraus, Professor Emeritus 
der Universität München, wurde zum Ehrenmitglied der AMLA 
ernannt. 

Anschluß die MLA Hauptversammlung (7., 8., Sept.) 
fanden die Sondersitzungen der angeschlossenen Verbände statt. 
Die AATG tagte September Stanford (Siehe Emma 
3irkmaiers Sonderbericht). 


State University Iowa 


NEWS AND NOTES 


GERMAN ENROLLMENT NEW YORK SCHOOLS 
The registration all foreign languages the schools New York 


City shows gain. The total increase amounts over 11,000, 

German rose from 6,691 7,324, increase 633 9%. This places 
fourth among the modern languages, the rank order being Spanish 
(59,984), French (48,531) and Italian (10,419). 

Although the increase German not great, still encouraging 
note that the enrollment has risen from the low 5,066 1943. obvious- 
far behind Spanish and French. the other hand, from mere 
1920 German rose 22,550 1934. After the Second World War never 
dropped below 5,000, but its recovery has not been rapid. With the re- 
habilitation Germany politically and economically, there reason be- 
lieve that the study German will grow. 

Theodore Huebener 
Director Foreign Languages 


COLORADO FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHERS 

The Colorado Congress Foregn Language Teachers has for five years 
been publishing quarterly bulletin mimeograph form, price one dollar per 
year. The president the Congress Professor Palleske the Uni- 
versity Denver and the editor the well-edited bulletin, Professor 


BOSTON CHAPTER A.A.T.G. 

The fall meeting the Boston Chapter the American Association 
Teachers German was held Saturday, Oct. 22, the 
Claflin room Boston University, 725 Commonwealth Ave., Boston, Mass. 
Prof. Arthur Watzinger, the president, presided. Those present were 
privileged hear delightful Miss Elizabeth Echenlohr Brown 
University. She took her theme, ‘‘Ein Plauderstiindchen mit Hermann 
Hesse und Eine Fahrt durch und Excellent 
pictures Southern Germany were then shown. German songs led 
Mr. August Boecker were sung all and the usual social hour with Kaffee 
und Kuchen followed. The response the request for reading material, 
magazines ete. sent Germany was very gratifying. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ANNA Secretary 


NEW YORK CHAPTER, A.A.T.G. 


The Central New York Chapter the American Association Teachers 
German, comprising Colgate University, Hamilton College, Rome, 
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and Syracuse, held its Fall meeting the Syracuse Faculty Men’s Club 
Saturday afternoon, Oct. 15, 1949. 

Mr. Tom Wight, from Manlives, presided and gave account his 
recent trip Europe, especially Austria where found conditions very 
much improved and reconstruction proceeding large Most striking 
was the great number tourists from Britain, Holland, Belgium, France, 
Italy and from our own country. 

Dr. Herbert Peisel Syracuse University reported the national 
meeting Stanford, California, and the progress the field German and 
modern languages general. 

contributor the Goethe-Bicentennial, Dr. Albert Scholz, also 
Syracuse University, presented paper ‘‘Goethe 1797’’, elaborating 
the change which took place the poet’s creative writing that time. 

informal tea served the Syracuse University faculty wives con- 
cluded the successful gathering. 

Maupe Secretary 


KRISENJAHRE DER FRUHROMANTIK 


The third and final volume Josef monumental and indispen- 
sable DER FRUHROMANTIK will published finally 
Francke, Berne, depending successful completion the sub- 
scription now under way. Invitations subscribe the volume have been 
sent out the publisher departments and libraries. Colleagues who have 
not received the invitation are asked contact Mr. Paulsen, Smith 
College, Northampton, Mass. 

order assure the success the subscription, all those interested 
are requested cooperate this venture. Thos libraries that not have 
the first two volumes the work will able secure them later date. 


INDIANA TEACHERS GERMAN BECOME A.A.T.G. CHAPTER 


May 14, 1949 the Indiana Teachers German formally affiliated 
with the A.A.T.G. the Indiana Although this group has been 
existence for over thirty-five years, had never been part the national 
organization. The meeting was held the Oampus Purdue University, 
Lafayette. Professor Walter Miller Valparaiso University, president, 
presided the morning business session. Luncheon was served the Purdue 
Memorial Union Building. the afternoon session Professor Fritz Neumann 
Wabash College, Crawfordsville, read paper Georg Kaiser. 

The annual Fall meeting was held October Indianapolis. The 
afternoon session was preceded luncheon the Athenaeum. Professor 
Meessen Indiana University presented paper Goethe’s Clavigo. Pro- 
fessor Edgar Schmidt, Purdue University, was elected president for 1949-50 
and Miss Louise Reiter, Shortridge High School, Indianapolis, was reelected 
secretary-treasurer. 


NEWS AND NOTES 


HUDSON VALLEY CHAPTER, A.A.T.G. 

The autumn meeting the Hudson Valley Chapter was held blus- 
tery Saturday Siena College Loudonville. 10:45, members and 
their friends were welcomed most the President Siena, Rev. 
Mark Kennedy. The first talk the morning was given Dr. Almasi, pro- 
fessor science and German Siena. discussed Probleme 
des deutschen Unterrichtswesens’’ and warned that any change system 
teaching methods Germany would slow The physical plants 
must first improved. 

**Goethe und sein Publikum’’ was ably presented Prof. Fred Tone 
Russell Sage College. had gathered statistics the popularity Goethe 
among the present generation, but questioned the value such attempts 
basing Goethe’s popularity poll superficial readers, the sale Goethe 
books their possession private and libraries, increased membership 
Goethe societies, the number radio programs offered. better crit- 
erion would the overwhelming attendance lectures about Goethe the 
fact the universal celebration Goethe 1949, even behind the Iron 
Curtain. 

More than know who buys and reads Goethe, need know how 
many really appreciate his writings and apply his precepts daily life. 
Goethe himself, said Dr. Tone, was well aware that hadn’t written for the 
masses, and carefully distinguished between the small company admirers 
and the wider potential readers. 

From the historical point view, were told that Goethe’s popularity 
Germany came with his Götz. was Werther which made him famous 
throughout Europe. The lowest point the decline Goethe’s popularity, 
which began following his trip Italy, came the hundredth anniversary 
his birth, when Heine and others ridiculed the literary Only 
Margaret Fuller supported him. The Goethe society Weimar was not form- 
until 1885. Popular editions his works and life appeared the time 
the 1932 celebrations and the greatest authors then made memorable speeches 
his honor. 

During the Nazi years, performances Goethe dropped off, not 
revived until after the war. Remarkable the present Russian attempt 
Goethe the masses workers their cultural heritage. The Goethe 
the select few has been steadily widening since his life-time until 
ean really say today, ‘‘Goethe ist auf dem Marsche.’’ 

The final paper the day was entitled ‘‘Gerhart Hauptmann and 
America’’. Dr. Fred Klemm Union College compared the two occasions 
which Hauptmann visited our shores and, spirited fashion, contrast- 
the surrounding his stay Meriden, Conn., and the subse- 
quent objections performances ‘‘Hannele’’ with his gala reception 
1932. 

the business meeting, which was opened 1:45 Mrs. Stengel, the 
minutes the spring meeting were read and approved. The secretary re- 
ported ‘‘no news’’ from the Ulrich von Hutten-Schule, but subsequent letter 
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confirms the receipt some the parcels and the need for continued effort. 

Mrs. Stengel made the following announcements: 

The University Wisconsin Service Bureau issues leaflet and lends 
materials upon payment transportation charges. 

hoped that class demonstrate methods teaching can 
presented the spring meeting held Vassar late April early 
May. 

The next fall meeting will held Skidmore. 

LIFE magazine featured article the Aspen convocation. 

The COURIER for August, 1949 featured Goethe and 
nounced the Uneseo memorial volume Goethe. 

Prof, Meyer urged that committee appointed issue information 
the value the study German, for distribution area high schools, 
especially guidance departments. Mr. Meyer was named chairman 
appointed the following members his committee; Dr. Skidmore, Dr. Tone, 
Miss Willits, Mrs. Glatz, Miss Neuhaus. The committee was em- 
powered approve the 

The question was raised the best way building interest the 
study German. Rather than depending formal propaganda alone, was 
agreed that nothing better than good teaching. 

The meeting adjourned three o’clock with Prof. Meyer the 

Secretary 
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AND M., Altes deutsches Kulturgut. First Reader. 

New York: Norton and Company, 1948. 173 pp. $1.95. 

paraphrase the words the authors, the aim this book 
bute sympathetie understanding the German people and their eultural 
achievements offering from the large field German literature and letters 
small amount the material which has become part the German 
heritage. implement partial realization this objective the elemen- 
tary level, the reader offers variety material chosen from fairy tales, 
legends, folk songs and proverbs. Very nearly one-third the text (36 pages) 
devoted the narration episodes from the folk Reineke Fuchs. 
Somewhat less space allotted, respectively, Fabeln und Sprichworter, 
Deutsche Märchen, Deutsche Sagen, version Sachs’ Krämerkorb, Wahr- 
heit und Legende, and Volkslieder. 


The preparation reading text this type places upon the authors 
obligation include material which, either because subject matter 
method presentation, will offer something distinguish from other 
books similar type now available. Professors Röseler and Riegel have met 
both challenges with some success. Sachs’ Krämerskorb modern approxi- 
mation Kniittelvers carries good deal the flavor the original and 
supplies new note elementary reader. Versions Lessing’s Zeus und 
das Pferd and Der Rangstreit der Tiere represent less widely used examples 
the stock fables, while retellings Bechstein’s Das Feuerzeug and 
Trojan’s Abenteuer Walde contrast pleasantly with the more familiar 
Wettlauf zwischen dem Hasen und dem Igel among the Märchen. The 
tions denling with saga and legend are built around folksongs and poetie 


versions legendary themes. 

effort reduce pedagogical apparatus minimum the authors 
have not supplied questions exercises any kind. Footnotes are used for 
translation idioms and difficult constructions. English equivalents are 
given directly below each the proverbs the body the text, thus allow- 
ing the student get the significance the proverb without requiring at- 


tempt interpretation the some times rather language. The vocabu- 
lary, which aims complete, contains about 2000 entries and includes 


English equivalents common idioms well word meanings. While the 
first half the reader written simple style, the authors make 
the rate introduction new vocabulary items nor the use 
various grammar constructions. Consequently, the text used only 
after acquaintance with the minimum essentials German grammar. 


Indiana University 


REVIEWS 


Novellen Storm: Der Keller: Die drei gerechten 
Kammacher, Kleist: Michael Kohlhaas. Abridged, simplified, and edited 
with introductions, notes, and vocabulary John Kurtz. New York: 
Prentice-Hall, Ine., 1949. IX, 288 pp.; 150 pp. German text. 

There are two schools thought regarding abridged and simplified versions 
the masterworks the field the Novelle. One school opposed med- 
dling with the greatest accomplishments the genre German literature. 
They maintain that excised and simplified versions are grave mutilations and 
therefore utterly unsuitable give even approximate picture novel- 
ist's genius which can realized and appreciated only reading the orig- 
inal. The school may called the conservative group though, rule, 
they not conservative enough object the adaptation lesser works 
the genre the intermediate level for the purpose providing wide and 
varied choice interesting reading material. They consider the simplifien- 
tion short stories minor significance justifiable and practical way 
bridging the gap between prepared readings and bona fide literature. 

The second school thought the issue from entirely differ- 
ent angle. view the fact that most students drop German after their 
minimum language requirement has been fulfilled, the adherents of this school 
desire acquaint their students with least two three the most illus- 
trious works German fiction, works whose authors rank among the greatest 
European literature. But since next impossible, prepare the stu- 
dent for the understanding, let alone appreciation, the originals means 
two three normal elementary college courses, they hail and 
editions great literature, judiciously simplified and sen- 
tence-structure and stripped everything that nonessential the develop- 
ment the main characters the plot the story. 

Drei Novellen edition arranged along such lines. presents abridged 
and simpilfied versions Storm: Der Schimmelreiter, reduced about two 
thirds its original length; Keller: Die drei gerechten Kammacher, and 
Kleist: Michael Kohlhaas, both which are reduced about half their 
original length. Though the simplifications have been made very skill- 
ful and experienced editor, even the most ardent advocate shortened and 
simplified versions will have admit that much has been lost the process. 
This raises the question: May simplified and abridged version not give the 
student the impression that the story, presented him, falls far short 
his expectations and means exceptional and unique was 
led not attempt answer it. faet eanot answered 
without having used the book the classroom two three times. 

Each the three stories preceded introduction giving relevant 
data, very competent analysis the social, intellectual, and 
spiritual frame reference which set, and excellent suggestions 
its possible interpretations. 

separate section towards the end the book headed: Fragen. They 
deal, German, with the content each the chapters into which the 


editor has divided the stories. Under the heading: Analysis, the Fragen sec- 
tion also contains questions and comments English, intended draw the 


= 
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student’s attention the aesthetic, philosophic, and social the 
texts. This whole section extremely well done. sure, teacher 
adopting Drei will fail appreciate and use it. 

The make-up the book very handsome: binding, paper, and type: 
German for the stories and Fragen, roman for the introductions and analyses. 
Proofreading might have been little more precise. Punctuation slips are 
too numerous specified this review. Herewith list other print- 
ing errors and suggestions for the second printing. does not claim 
complete. 

Der Schimmelreiter: Oktober; 12: footnote has pflegten, the 
text has pflegen, which correct; zum Boden; mutterseelenallein 
pp. 23-25 Uns’ Weert should have German long ein paar; 33, 
footnote 23: ndd. might translated; was freite, das reichte 
nicht ich dächt; Jeverssand. Mein Wirt, 77, does not make 
sense; should replaced der Alte der Schulmeister. After the first 
third the story had been told the parlor, the schoolmaster and the nar- 
rator moved the former’s upstairs room (Köster edition, 298). Why 
Priel spelled Priehl? 

Die drei gerechten Kammacher: anziehen; 90, footnote Tochter 
likely Swiss idiom for young unmarried woman without any 
humorous connotation; top: brach aus, bottom: müsse; 95, line 
from bottom: sie should ihn after changing die Zumutung der Einfall; 
103, gebogenen, bottom: Sehen Sie wohl; 107 erobert und ge- 
bunden. this well the third story the guiding prineiple for simplifi- 
cation not quite clear, e.g., die Zumutung replaced der Einfall, 
Lauf des Tages während des Tages whereas ein Kleid mit verschollenen 
Ausladungen left although altmodische Ausladungen would have been 
justifiable change. 

Michael Kohlhaas: 117 ausgeschweift hätte; 119: the form 
polite address Sie seems little out tune story supposed have hap- 
pened the sixteenth century; 129, first paragraph: sagte ihm, 
Eurethalb; 130, top: sollt Ihr verschonen, bottom: nichtswiirdig ist, 
131 auf Knien, Kleist wrote, fiel... auf die Knie nieder; 132, 
footnote Mecklenburg never was province; 142 unter den Händen; 
143 den, womit, better: den, mit welchem; 149 auffüttern; 150 
relatively simple modified participial construction such eine fremde das 
Land gefallene Macht insurmountable difficulty intermediate class 
and did not require simplifieation; 151, top: drop schon for the sake 
clarity, long paragraph bottom: use du, dein consistently, faulty punctua- 
tion; 152, top: Tut, was Ihr wollt, bottom: abstieg instead einkehrte 
155 will tun nach dem, was ich gesagt habe: sei’s!; 156 müssen; 
160, center: revise sentence beginning sagte; 163 nötig ist; 164 
schuldig ist; 168 replace zerriß den Zettel, steckte ihn den Mund 
und verschluckte ihn Kleist’s terse stecke den Zettel den Mund und 
verschlang ihn. Verschlingen given the vocabulary, verschlucken not; 
moreover, the word known all students who have read Heine’s Lorelei, and 
great many have. 
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The summary the gipsy episode not altogether satisfactory. agree, 
was tough job, but some obvious incongruities might have been avoided. 
Why bring the term Hellscherin for Wahrsagerin? Why not aim uni- 
formity the use the pronoun address which according Kleist here 
du? Why der Hund legte das Tier vor ihre Füß nieder, which 
slightly unidiomatic, for Kleist’s most effective ließ das Tier drei 
Schritte von ihnen auf den Boden fallen? 165, bottom: versteht Ihr. 

rapid spot check the vocabulary showed these omissions: ausgraben, 
beiwohnen, die Briiche, der Kastellan, die Kracke, das Plakat, die Verschar- 
rung, verschlucken. The standard pronunciation Araber A’raber. Under 
ansetzen ‘put’ ought added, under der Bruch ‘fine’ should deleted. 
Vorenthalten should get separation sign although may 
cur inseparable verb. 


Wayne University 


Lovis, Contemporary German Science Reader, New York: Rine- 
hart Company, Inc., 1948. pp. xii 258. $3.50. 

With this work the editor, Professor DeVries, has achieved worthy addi- 
tion his already imposing list contributions the field German 
scientific literature. His newest text merits the careful consideration any 
teacher who looking for German science reader that both general and 
character. This latter aspect contemporaneousness should 
emphasized, for the text offers materials which, quote from the preface 
(p. vii), ‘‘interesting, date (in most instances), and useful’’, provid- 
ing the same time ‘‘an extensive coverage the science vocabulary.’’ 

The material the text, Professor DeVries informs (p. vii), 
based upon German scientific work, Rudolf Sängewald’s 
published 1942, which turn owed its existence series radio broad- 
easts originating Leipzig. While clothed the conventional German scien- 
tifie jargon, these science broadcasts nevertheless had obviously been placed 
competent hands, for they show high degree excellence and contain 
stimulating variety subject matter representing several scientific fields 
which the editor has divided into five categories: Biology (represented 
chapters, among them ‘‘Pflanzenschlaf’’ and ‘‘Blühreife’’), Chemistry 
and Physies (among its chapters are those 
tron’’, and Uberschallgeschwindigkeit’’), General Science (15 chapters, in- 
and ‘‘Langspielschallplatte’’), Engineering and 
Manufacturing (18 chapters, among them articles 
heit’’, and and Medicine and Psychology (18 
min and ‘‘Sportmedizin’’). one can see, the text offers representative 
selections for number sciences; the chapters only comparatively 
small portion devoted the field chemistry, situation which rever- 
sed the majority German science readers the market. Contempo- 
rary German Science Reader therefore qualifies excellent general science 
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reader which will prove benefit and service science students all 
fields. 

Euch chapter two three pages length. Each page provided (at 
the bottom) with glossary key words arranged the order textual 
These words, which generally once, are not listed the 
general vocabulary the back the book. They serve great time saver 
for the student. For the most part the contextual meanings these glosses 
will be found to be quite satisfactory. Personally, however, this reviewer 
would have preferred numbering these glosses well numbering 
the lines of text on each page, since thereby cross references and word checks 
could have been facilitated. The editor makes effort point out certain 
diffienlties and peenlinrities the footnotes the 
the first several pages, calling particular attention modifiers 
structures. the end each chapter found short sum 
mary that should provide excellent testing material. 

especially commendable feature the bibliography (pp. 213-223) 
which contains list books and articles giving additional and 
extensive references for each chapter the book. 

This reviewer can recommend the work with confidence elementary 
text that both and interesting. 

SCHMALZ 
Ohio University 
SPOERL, HEINRICH, Man kann ruhig darüber Sprechen, edited Helmut 

and Hildegard Boeninger, Boston: Heath Co., 1948, vii 

194 pp. 

Many teachers German will welcome the publication this collection 


delightful short essays. And may assumed that the contest the 
book will likewise enjoyed the students German, who all too often 


criticize the childish and humorless reading matter which they are exposed 
the first and second year their study German. special brand 
humor permeates the essays, humor which gently smiles the general human 
frailties and shortcomings without being bitter. Occasionally the absurdities 
the time—the essays appeared Germany 1937—cleverly garbed are 
ridiculed. good example for the criticism the time Die 


The language used the author rather simple and conversational 


nature, with sprinkling idioms and colloquialisms. the every-day 
spoken German, the which would have praetieal value for the 
student. The book should not prove too for intermediate German 
courses, 

Notes and are adequately provided. The vocabulary rather 
extended, which natural for collection this type. careful check the 
vocabulary has convinced this reviewer that was prepared with great care 
and far the rendering German words into English concerned, with 


appreciation for fine shades meaning. 


University Maryland 
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ARNO, Deutsche George Nordmeyer. 
Vocabularies and notes Murray Bisbee Peppard). New York: Prentice 
Hall, 1949. 283 pp. inserted booklet Notes and Visible Vocabulary, 
108 pp- 

twelve essays the author presents synoptic, 
vista the chief German contributions Western civilization. concen- 
trates upon essential ideas and movements and representative personalities. 
Thus, the Reformation and Counter-Reformation are cohobated under the 
dichotomous chapter heading with Luther, Bach, 
Hiindel, Mozart, Colloredo, and rococo and baroque main interreticulating 
elements. Although the style clear, sober, and humorous, 
times wells forth exuberant lyricism reminiscent Thomas Wolfe. 
Considering the variety and complexity the subject matter discussed, the 
vocabulary and syntax are remarkably simple. typical recapitulation the 
following sentence which, according the notes, refers ‘‘German Romanti- 
eisın, the new Kantian philosophy, German music, contributions, 
psychoanalysis, militarism’’: ‘‘In Deutschland schlug einmal das Herz des 
Abendlandes; ein andermal war das Hirn auch die helle Stimme 
des Erdteils; dann wieder das scharfe Forscherauge, dann die angsterfüllte 
Seele, dann die Faust—aber immer war Deutschland ein vitales Organ des 
europäischen Organismus.’’ This cultural reader suitable for use second 
third year courses Kulturkunde,’’ and might well form the core for 
composition class supplement introductory course the history 
literature. For the average student certain gaps details will probably have 
filled in, which obviously may advantageous. The text offers varied 
types testing material which have apparently been worked out with care. 
The student afforded the combined advantages alphabetic and 
visible vocabulary with notes. The few peceadillos are negligible. 

WAYNE WONDERLEY 

The Ohio State University 


duction and Appreciation August Closs. London: Phoenix Press, 1948. 
7s. 6d. pp. 

This slender volume, the first fifteen pages which are taken with 
Professor Closs the University Bristol, will wel- 
comed students German romanticism England and the United States, 
but especially those readers interested Novalis who not read German 
fluently. For here for the first time the Hymns, representing perhaps the finest 
flower German romanticism, are presented reliable and readable English, 
with the German text facing the translation the opposite page. the case 
brief work, this feasible and admirable method, severe 


may the translator, whose every flaw and are immediately 
pilloried for all who understand the original text. Miss Cotterell, however, has 


performed her task ably and faithfully. The weaknesses her renderings are 
due far more the nature English, comparatively poor feminine 
rhythms, than any hers. Novalis sings: ‘‘Himmlischer als 
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jene blitzenden Sterne/In jenen Weiten/Diinken uns die unendlichen Augen,/ 
Die die Nacht/In uns geöffnet.’’ Miss Cotterell echoes: More heavenly than 
those flashing stars/In those wide spaces,/Seem the infinite eyes/Which 
the Night/In opens.’’ Perhaps even this brief snatch will give the reader 
some idea Miss Cotterell’s style, its strength and weakness. 

Professor Closs succeeds penetrating the core Novalis, despite 
the small compass his introductory remarks. His poetry,’’ writes, ‘‘is 
like mighty tree whose roots plunge into the depths his native soil, and 


whose crown reaches the heavens.’’ 


Undoubtedly the little book brings Novalis much closer English readers 
than has ever been before. Hölderlin has been similarly introduced Eng- 
land and America. would weleomed Wackenroder—a poet the 
prose form—were accorded comparable treatment. 

Epwin 
Die freien Rhythmen der deutschen Lyrik. Versuch einer 
übersichtlichen Zusammenfassung ihrer entwicklungsgeschichtlichen Eigen- 

gesetzlichkeit. Ben: Franke Verlag, 1947. 198 pp. 16.50. 

Professor Closs, one the outstanding authorities today the field 
German lyrie poetry, had finished this penetrating study free verse—or 
shall say unintegrated German literature when World War 
broke out. Its delayed appearance after that war makes the work less 
valuable. What the writer strives for not statistical compilation any 
kind nor study the nature the materials used German free verse, 
but rather analysis its innate and natural laws—‘‘das innere Gesetz, 
das die einzelnen Dichter freier Rhythmik als der Ausdrucksform ihres 
Schaffens gewissen Zeiten oder Entwicklungsstufen ihrer dichterischen In- 
spiration driingt.’’ (p. 

thorough investigation that Professor Closs naturally begins 
with theoretical considerations, and among these are the various attitudes 
toward the nature prose itself—e.g. the Minor and Saran vs. that 
Sievers, Heusler There follows the exposition various theories 
poetry, including those English poets and from Shelley Robert 
Graves, well such abortive attempts those Arno Holz. Then after 
brief survey earlier experiments with free rhythm, especially the 
baroque period the seventeenth century, the author takes the individual 
poets from Klopstock down the present time. Among the contemporary 
poets, who have cultivated ‘‘freie Rhythmen’’ perhaps more intensively than 
any other group, Rilke, Trakl, Stamm, Däubler and the other expressionists, 
and George are treated some length. 

Professor Closs’s work replete with interesting comments many 
movements and writers, for instance his statement that rhyme probably 
preceded alliterative verse early Germanic, that clear lines reach from 
Plotinus Goethe and Hölderlin, that Tieck, his free verse, mediator 
between Goethe and Heine. However, space forbids dealing with such matters 
here. 

There five-page bibliography brt index this excellent 
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Cunz, The Maryland Germans (Princeton Press, Princeton, N.J.), 

1948. 476 pp. $5.00 

The distinctive format and the artistie which eatch the eyes 
the reader when examining the books, are line with the scholarly ma- 
found between the covers, can conservatively stated that The Mary- 
land Germans Professor Cunz noteworthy contribution the best kind 
productive scholarship, which this instance deals with the history 
German immigration the state the Middle Atlantie region, Maryland. 
The erudition Professor Cunz extraordinary breadth and depth. 

patient, thorough and truthful investigation the source material, 
grasp the subject matter, mastery with which such material gathered 
used, complete objectivity with which conclusions are arrived at, are marks 
real historian, then Professor Cunz historian. Likewise the clear and 
readable style which the book written, deserve mentioning. The excellent 
bibliography and footnotes attest the great scholarly labor and the thorough 
familiarity with the subject. 

The Maryland Germans way glorification the Germans 
certain families German ancestry—a point which might easily 
some zealous advocate family tradition—but concerned with historical 
evaluation. Nevertheless the fact brought out that the Germans played 
important part the settling Maryland. 

Part One the book covers the Colonial Period, 1640-1790. deals with 
the German immigrants who found their way into Western Maryland chiefly 
through Pennsylvania. Their meager history had dug out church 
records and deeds, occasional letters and diaries which survived the times. 
are told the problems which these simple people faced and the tribula- 
tions which they were subjected because the boundary dispute carried 
between Maryland and Pennsylvania. Outstanding among the nameless thou- 
sands, who tried laboriously establish themselves, are such names 
Augustin Herrman, cartographer and wealthy landowner, Henry Mechior 
Muehlenberg, the great organizer Lutheranism America, Jonathan Hager, 
the founder Hagerstown, observe the slow but steady rise American- 
ism which these humble people became gradually absorbed. shift 
where the first indications the coming city are noticed and meet 
there, among many others, two men who became important the cultural 
life the city, Carl Frederick Wiesenthal, eminent physician, and Nicholas 
Hasselbach, the printer. 

natural that Part Two, the years 1790-1865, provides livelier pic- 
ture. The rural groups the Western counties Maryland became acclimated. 
Since the ever increasing numbers German immigrants founded their homes 
Baltimore, the scene shifts more and more that city. Here are told, 
how and under what conditions these urban groups played their part the 
life the city, politically, and socially. hear the vital role 
they played the surprising and rapid development Baltimore, and the 
political situation Maryland resulting from the Civil War. Special attention 
the activities the intellectual Forty-eighters, among whom the 
Turner are the most prominent group. 
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the third part, Last Generations,’’ which brings the 
present time, Professor Cunz with much understanding and cool deliberation, 
shows the gradual disappearance all earmarks the German-minority 
group. The Americanization process brought about cultural interchange 
and completed the common determination toward successful conclusion 
World War There place for hyphenated American, The coloni- 
zation had come end, new and powerful nation had risen 
take its place the political arena the world, The elements brought 
America had blended with the cultural elements the other immigrant groups 
form distinctive American civilization. 

Whatever minor points reviewer The Maryland Germans may find 
criticize, cannot questioned that Professor Cunz has treated most com 
petently the problem set for himself, ‘‘the problem 
has added considerably the field American immigration history. 


University Maryland 
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Scientific 
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others, these selections from Chemische Plaudereien 
were written for the general reader well for 
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SCIENTIFIC GERMAN 


for Science and Pre-Medical Students 
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lems that confront the medical profession. Intended for the advanced 
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Fresh Material 


All but two the twenty-two selections are being edited for 
the first time 


Faithful Text 


The text the stories has been simplified 


Fine Literature 


The excellent literary quality throughout shows thoughtful selec- 
tion competent editor 


Variety 
There welcome variety theme and length, and authors 
range period from the 19th century after World War 


Houghton Mifflin Company titles German are under the 
general editorship William Moulton, Cornell University, 
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FILMS GERMAN FOR YOU 


German teachers everywhere are making increasing use 
mm. Sound Films supplementary teaching aids. You 
will find that films can very advantageously utilized 
special feature your curriculum. They make entertaining 
well informative aids bringing the culture and history 
Germany your students. Here partial list German 
Film Classics: 


DIA- 
LOGUE WITH 
ENGLISH SUPER- 
IMPOSED TITLES. 


How 
FINANCE 
Showings 


when special 
funds are unavall- 
able for film ren- 
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subscription fee 
to students and 
visitors. Showings 
for entire depart- 
ment as well as 
other interested 
departments can 
keep cost low. 
2. Rent films for 
entire school week 
and arrange shar- 
ing i with other 
schools in system. 
Rental charge for 
entire schoo! week 
only twice daily 
rate! 


DIE FLEDERMAUS (based the world- 
famous operetta Johann Strauss). The 
first post-war German film color. Beauty 
and spectacle period magnifi- 
cent new color process accompanied the 
Strauss waltzes. Min. Color. 


Rental: $45.00. 


Authentic post-war account 
one the most vital problems Europe 
today, the black market. realism, sig- 
nificance and surprise... Post. 
Min. Rental: $30.00. 


MURDERERS AMONG US. Psychological 
drama conveying despair and disillusion 
post-war Germany but inspiring hope for the 
future. Min, Rental: $30.00. 

BOHEME. Cinema opera featuring Jan 
Kiepura and Marta Eggerth singing Puceini’s 
beautiful played Vienna Philhar- 
monie Orchestra. handsome production, 
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LYSISTRATA. Postwar film version fa- 
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Ludwig Thoma: 


Aus Bayern 


Edited with Introduction, Fragen, and Vocabulary 


Joseru Ph.D., University Nebraska 


This collection stories from Bavaria exemplifies the 
sound humor Ludwig Thoma. The style varies from the 
conversational forms the Lausbubengeschichten the 
more literary idiom the stories that follow, but all 
them Thoma remains the cheerful humorist. 

time such the present, when authors only too 
often turn their attention gloomy subjects and dwell 
depressing situations, refreshing read Ludwig Thoma. 
Tante Frieda and Die Indianerin are amusing portrayals 
the mischievous boy who somehow other manages solve 
his problems. See Professor Alfred Adler’s stimulating peda- 
gogical article Reading and Learning about Tante Frieda 
the May number, 1946, The German Quarterly. 


The third story the collection entitled Das Kälbchen. 
The author makes fun the naive notions that some city 
people have concerning country life. Peter Spanningers 
Liebesabenteuer relates the one brief love affair that young 
Peter had his youth, sufficient least give him some 


who enjoyed military glory for while but failed realize 
that could not long capitalize it. 


Ludwig Thoma the master the peasant story, the 
epic writer Bavarian rural life. 


212 pages, illustrated. Price $1.40 
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since adequate small dictionary was available. the future. 
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the words which have satisfactory equivalents the Minimum Stand- 
ard German Vocabulary Dictionary are omitted. 


far the greatest advantage the Minimum Standard Ger- 
man Vocabulary Dictionary the fact that has been accepted 
the American Association Teachers German. This should mean 
much every teacher German, whether member that organi- 
zation not. Here, last, all will give whole-hearted co-operation, 


“Furthermore, the Minimum Standard German Vocabulary Diction- 
ary recommends itself its own merits. the product many 
years patient toil and effort the part capable and experi- 
enced committee. One needs only remember the lists, addition 
the M.L.T. List, which the committee-members had aid them 
their final selections. 


“The paragraph-arrangement and the word-family scheme the 
Minimum Standard German Vocabulary Dictionary cannot help but 
appeal teachers who have attempted teach this principle. 
This will doubt lighten the teachers’ load considerably, and, 
the same time, increase the students’ vocabularies.” 
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tary Dictionary The Modern Language Journal XXI, (December, 
1936), pp. 157-161. 

viii pp. $1.00 


APPLETON-CENTURY-CROFTS, INC. 
West 32nd Street 
NEW YORK 


Please mention THE GERMAN QUARTERLY when writing advertisers 


THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


Coming February— 
INTRODUCTION GERMAN 
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Uses more effective approach conversation through 
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study. 
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Alternate Edition also available. 


CONTINUING GERMAN 
For the second semester. 235 pp., illustrated. $2.75 


READING GERMAN 
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for excellence two-year, three-year, 
and four-year course German 
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awarded 


For Outstanding Achievement in a 
Course in German 


Espeeially designed Robert Nelson, nationally known designer, 
and printed colors Genuine Parchment Double-Weight Paper. 
Eligibility 


eligible for the award, student must have average 
least percent his studies German. 


Not more than percent the members any one class may 
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member the faculty member the A.A.T.G. 
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indispensible tool 
for the study German 


New German Dictionary 


The original CASSELL’S GERMAN DIC- 
TIONARY has long been standard work for 
students interested literary German. Now the 
inelusion extensive scientific and technical 
vocabulary makes valuable students interest- 
scientific and technical German well. 


OTHER FEATURES PARTICULAR INTEREST 
STUDENTS ARE 


new phonetic key accord with the International Pho- 
netic Alphabet 


American well English phrasing definitions 
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materials, pedagogical research, publica- 
tions and textbooks in the field. 


Edited by Julio del Toro, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Pub- 
lished by the National Federation of 
Modern Language Teachers Associations. 
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DREI NOVELLEN 


Edited John Kurtz, Oberlin College 


Storm’s Der Schimmelreiter; Die Drei Gerechten 
Kammacher; Michael Kohlhaas these three master- 
pieces German fiction have been simplified and abridged, 
without losing the flavor the originals, that they can 
read easily any second- third-semester student. The text 
offers maximum study assistance for complete understanding 
the.stories their broader implications and significance. 

Vocabulary includes all words and phrases which word 
frequency studies indicate are beyond the comprehension 
intermediate students. 

numbered footnotes give necessary supple- 
mentary information. 


aid student checking his preparation the 
reading assignments. 


Introductions sketch lives and times the authors, 
gest possible interpretations the stories, encourage students 
reflect their significance for our generation. 


Published 1949 276 pages 


Practical German Review Grammar 
Cochran 


All the essential points German grammar including 
idioms, word formation, classroom expressions, proverbs, 
synonyms, homonyms, and antonyms are clearly and in- 
telligibly covered this distinctive text. 
The approach through the fundamental principles case 
and tense, chief stumbling blocks for students language. 
complete and detailed vocabulary contains words 
common occurrence which fall within the various word 
frequency lists. 
Each lesson provides wealth illustrative sentences, 
concise summaries, and abundant exercises. 
Quick reference index. 


Published 1934 462 pages 


Send for your copies today! 
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